ISSN 0159-458383 


Quidvis recte factum quamvis humile praeclarum * 


PRAECLARVM 


The Federal Journal of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. No. 6-03. December, 2003 


: > a-. 


itn 
‘Wl Pia aeaawad 


B25KL David Alsop (Vic.) 


BENTLEY SPECIAL 
OK 
See BENTLEY 


* Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. — Royce, 1924 


NUGENT 
Coachbuilders 


FZ) 
¢ AUMOMICHE 


raditional 
aluminium 


SPECIAL 
INSURANGE — 
FOR SPECIAL 


VEHICLES 


a 


Shannons Insurance has been insuring veteran, vintage and classic vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has developed a 
great insurance package at a very competitive price 
I Agreed value. If the car is a total loss you will receive HE No blame = No excess 

the full sum it is insured for. @ Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or repaired 
M@ You have the option to choose your own repairer ll Free windscreen — one per year without excess 


Mi In the event of total loss you will have automatic re- Ml Personal belongings and tools up to the value of $400 
tention of the wreck, depending on the policy — subject to excess 
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FOR A SPECIAL QUOTE CALL 1300 139 006 www-shannons.com.au 
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Over the nearly six decades since the advent of the Standard Steel Saloon, a considerable number have 
succumbed to the ‘tin worm’, particular those driven through one British winter too many. Far more chassis, 
however, have survived. Many Bentley Mk Vis have lived on as what the B.D.C. refers to as Bentley 
‘Specials’, with new, sporting bodies and, in many cases, a shorter wheelbase and with the engine/gearbox 
relocated further back in the frame to provide better balance and a more ‘vintage’ appearance. Few are 
as handsome as this 195! Bentley Mk Vi (B25KL), owned by David Alsop (Vic), with its Roger Fry 
coachwork strongly reminiscent of a Vanden Plas style that we more usually associate with the pre-war 
Derby-built Bentleys. Photograph by the owner. 


| The Rolls-Royce badge is a trademark of Rolls-Royce Plc and is used by the Club under licence from Rolls-Royce Ple. Derby, England. 
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Bentley Continental GT 


This (near) future Bentley, the 
Continental GT, is already proving a huge 
success even before deliveries have com- 
menced, with over 2,000 buyers world- 
wide and over 200 in Australia paying 
deposits to secure their orders. Not 
since the Wool Boom of the early post- 
war years have Bentley sales in Australia 
been so healthy. 

In Volkswagen group ownership the 
Company’s products have clearly cap- 
tured the popular imagination with the 
Bentley marque (the only marque it now 
has, since the Rolls-Royce brand passed 
elsewhere). 

Further evidence of this, if any were 
needed, is provided by the fact that the 
Continental GT has won a special design 
award, L’Automobile pit: Bella del Mondo 
(‘The Most Beautiful Car in the World’) 
of 2003. This unique award is presented 
by a distinguished Italian jury of car jour- 
nalists, designers, stylists, and industry 
luminaries. 

The award will be formally presented 
to Bentley Motors at a ceremony at the 
Milan Triennale on March 5th, 2004. 

Last year the award was given to the 
series two Bentley Arnage. 


British motor industry 


It is refreshing to hear of such a suc- 
cess story, particularly given the popular 


Elwyn Bickley took this shot of a Bentley Continental GT displayed by Bentley Sydney at this year's Sydney 


International Motor Show. The construction of the car reflect’s the Company's VW Group ownership: the 
body, already painted, comes from Mosel in eastern Germany to Crewe, where the interior is trimmed to 
the customary standard and the mechanical componentry — also largely from within the owning Group — 
is added. The essentially VW-designed W-! 2 engine is built at Crewe to Bentley's exacting standards, 


view that the British car industry is on 
its uppers or even bordering on non- 
existent. This misconception arose from 
the fact that much less of the industry 
today is actually British owned. Although 
Jaguar and Aston Martin are owned by 
U.S. giant Ford, Rover-MG has bucked 
the trend by reverting to British owner- 
ship after a spell under BMW, while sev- 
eral smaller specialist marques such as 
Morgan and TVR remain British owned. 
The scene was set for increasing for- 
eign ownership in the mid to late 1970s. 


Low kilometres! Eric Lang (N.S.W,) provided this shot of the odometer in his 1974 Silver Shadow 
(SRH17262) reading ‘all the nines’ — one more kilometre and it was back to scratch. 


It would not be appropriate here to 
dwell on the political and sociological 
forces at work at the time, except to say 
that industry managers are scarcely re- 
membered for their glowing competence, 
nor trade unions for much other than 
their sheer bloodymindedness. In that 
climate, investment was hard to attract. 

However, for proof that there was 
never any question of a want of ability, 
one need look no further than the par- 
allel success of the British racing car 
industry. This boom industry is today 
worth £4.6 billion ($A10.8 billion) and 
generates £2 billion ($A4.7 billion) per 
annum in export earnings while employ- 
ing 150,000 people including no fewer 
than 25,000 engineers*. 

It can confidently be asserted that 
most racing cars today are British de- 
signed and built. Most Formula One cars, 
for example, are British, including some 
with non-British names. Until 1997 even 
Ferrari's Formula One cars were built at 
Guildford, Surrey, and are still built under 
British direction today. Even quintessen- 
tially ‘American’ Indycars are British. 

Although on the face of it, it seems a 
shame that the mainstream motor car 
industry could not have emulated that 
great success story, in fact it is not at all 
as gloomy in today’s industry as it is 
sometimes painted. Indeed, surprisingly 


* Source: Formula One: Made in Britain by 
Clive Couldwell, Virgin Books, 2003. 
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enough, the British car industry probably 
produces at least as many cars as it ever 
has. It is equally probable that quality has 
never been higher. In fact, a visiting high- 
ranking Honda executive assured the 
people who build Honda cars at Swindon 
that in his opinion British Hondas are 
better than Japanese ones! And Japanese 
Hondas are very good indeed. 


Pebble Beach 


Roger Morrison has written from the 
United States to advise that the 2004 
Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance will 
be honoring Ferrari and Rolls-Royce. The 
following are the Rolls-Royce Classes: 

Silver Ghost 

Phantoms I, Il & Ill 

Small Horsepower (Twenty, 20/25, 

25/30 & Wraith) 

Post-war custom coachbuilt to 1965 

The selection committee is seeking 
cars with interesting coachwork in order 
to provide a good representation of the 
history of Rolls-Royce. 

Persons interested in participating 
either as an entrant or exhibitor should 
send a photograph and full information 
about the car to: 

Mr Glenn Mounger, Co-chairman, 

Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance 

12735 Manzanita Road, N.E., 

Bainbridge Island, WA 981 10, 

U.S.A. 


2004 Federal Rally 


Your registration forms for the 2004 
Federal Rally in Melbourne were sent out 
with PRAECLARUM some months ago, 
and a second, separate mailing to 
members occurred in November. 

Those intending to participate in this 
very special Federal Rally on March ! 2th 
to |I5th — part of the Rolls-Royce 
Centennial World Tour — should com- 
plete the form for Module 4, The 
Praeclarum Rally as soon as_ possible. 
There is a Supplementary Booking Form for 
those who do not require the Club to 
book Rally accommodation in Melbourne 
and/or who wish to book a guest pass for 
additional person(s) for the Federal 
Concours d’Elegance at Flemington 
Racecourse. 


Flying Lady wins Gold 

The Flying Lady, the national journal 
of our north American sister Club, the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Inc., won a 
Gold Medal at the International Auto- 
motive Media Conference in New York 
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lan Irwin (ACT) sent this old picture, from Roy Wheeler of Canberra, showing a Phantom | which Roy 


ES ha guests? 


owned when he lived in Lismore, N.S.W. It is chassis 9LF originally a Weymann-type limousine by Freestone 
& Webb but the photo shows that it had been rebodied, almost certainly by Martin & King. Roy sold it in 
Brisbane to the owner of a smail circus based in Newcastle. Rolls-Royce & Bentley in the Sunburnt 
Country does not list 9LF as having been rebodied in Australia. A possible explanation for this is that the 
body came from another Phantom | chassis. Any clues as to its present whereabouts? 


City on November |8th. Gold was 
awarded to TFL in the ‘Best overall issue’ 
category. 

The members of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia extend our 
heartiest congratulations to Editor-in- 
Chief Sabu Advani and his associate 
Editors, and to the Club as a whole, for 
this outstanding achievement. 

The |.A.M.C. is administered by the 
International Society of Vehicle 
Preservation (I.S.V.P.). 


Hub-cap found 


The Club has been contacted by Mr 
Graham Turner who would like to con- 
tact the owner of a Rolls-Royce which 
lost a hub-cap on Melbourne Cup Day at 
Kungala while bypassing an accident at 
Halfway Creek on the Pacific Highway in 
New South Wales. 

Mr Turner was driving in the other 
direction when he saw the hub-cap fly off 


and was unsuccessful in attracting the 
attention of the driver. 

If you lost a hub-cap in that area on 
Melbourne Cup Day, Mr Turner has it and 
can be contacted on 02-6649-4509. 


Plea for patience 


The volume of material for publication 
has overwhelmed the available space in 
PRAECLARUM. Despite the size of the 
magazine having doubled from 16 pages 
twenty years ago to its present minimum 
of 32 pages, demand for space still com- 
fortably exceeds supply. 

| must therefore beg the indulgence of 
authors who have submitted articles that 
have not appeared in print immediately 
following submission. On the other hand, 
| would not like members to take this as 
a cue to stop sending articles and other 
material — please keep all of this 
excellent material coming. 

Martin Bennett 


Gary Klein of Los Angeles sent this picture of his delectable 1955 Silver Wraith (ELW44), which rejoices in 
particularly elegant sedanca de ville coachwork by James Young. The Silver Cloud features that found their 
way onto these late Silver Wraiths — tail-lights, ‘standing’ mascot, etc. — are very much in evidence. 
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Bentley Continental GT 


There is absolutely no doubt, that 
the star of the Sydney Motor Show, in 
October, was the new Bentley Conti- 
nental GT Coupé. Bentley Sydney had 
two of these cars on display for the 
eyes of the adoring motoring public 
and enthusiastic Club members. 

In early November fellow Club 
member Allan Simpson and I were 
guests of Bentley Sydney to partake in 
the exciting privilege of a long test 
drive in this Bentley Continental GT. 
Upon our arrival four gleaming cars 
greeted us in the stunning colours of 
Umbrian Red, Neptune, Dark 
Sapphire and Cypress. I understand 
that we were the only country in the 
world with four of these magnificent 
machines together in one place. We 
are the lucky country! For our test 
drive we had the choice of any car. We 
chose the elegant looking Cypress, the 
dark metallic grey/green coloured car, 
VIN: SCBCE63W54C020060. 

I drove on the outward journey and 
let me say that this vehicle far exceed- 
ed any preconceived ideas. The vehicle 
is exceptionally smooth and quiet on 
all road surfaces, powerful beyond be- 
lief, with incredible acceleration, and 
incorporates every conceivable option, 
together with a magnificent exhaust 
note, a speed actuated wind foil, and 
let’s say the top speed is sufficiently 
adequate! We drove the cars on all 
types of roads from freeways to hilly, 
winding, country back roads. The car 
had phenomenal up-hill acceleration 
and cornering. 

On the return journey, with the 
four cars travelling in convoy to the 
exclusive Terrey Hills Golf & Country 
Club, my mind wandered to the four 
Rolls-Royce Silver Ghosts entered in 
the 1913 Austrian Alpine Trials. Four 
cars also met and were photographed 
at the Cat & Fiddle Inn in 1907 when 
AX-201 was on the way to the famous 
Scottish Reliability Trials. And now 
four cars on this run! As the vehicles 
travelled in convoy through my home 
suburb it was interesting to see the 
expressions on the faces of the unbe- 
lieving public at the sight of four new 
Bentleys. This was especially notice- 
able in the eyes of the enthusiastic 


oe 


Allan Simpson (N.S.W) took this excellent shot of for Bentley Continental GT demonstrators in the stunning 
colours of, from left to right: Cypress, Neptune, Umbrian Red and Dark Sapphire. 


school children — the future genera- 
tion —- whose heads and eyes turned 
to follow the cars. The drive was an ex- 
ceptional experience and one that will 
last in one’s memory. 


Club Registers 

At this point in time it is appropri- 
ate to look at the great achievements 
of the Club Registers and _ technical 
sessions. In the life span of our Club 
these registers are relatively new but 
they have provided a great service to 
our appreciative members. The 
Registrars and their helpers have 
worked hard on many and varied ac- 
tivities. 

Robin Hickman has overseen sever- 
al well-supported ‘SMART’ Register 
Meets, and now is retiring from this 
position having sold his car. I would 
like to thank Robin for all his hard 
work on this Register and know he will 
return with a new Club eligible vehi- 
cle. Special thanks must also go to 
Marilyn Stokes for all her good work 
with Robin on the ‘SMART’ Register. I 
am pleased to announce that Victoria 
Branch member Anthony Kierce will 
take over as Registrar of the ‘SMART’ 
Register. 

Nick Lang, also of the Victoria 
Branch, has been busy working on 
appointing contact persons in each 
Branch and dealing with technical 
matters for the Silver Shadow, Bentley 
T & Derivatives Register. Other func- 
tions are to be arranged after the busy 
first half of 2004. 


Queensland member Stephen 
Redford is to be Registrar of the Silver 
Cloud & S-type Register early in 2004 
and we wish him well. 

N.S.W. member Lloyd Missen has 
been a tireless worker as Registrar for 
the Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & 
Bentley Mk VI/R-type Register both in 
written communication and well run 
technical functions and meets. Thank 
you Lloyd for your continuing good 
work. 

The other Registers have also been 
busy. In October I attended the inau- 
gural outing of the 20/25, 25/30, & 
Wraith Register as a guest visitor in 
my Silver Ghost. This drive north of 


Allan Simpson (left) and our Federal President with 
SCBCE63W54C020060, the Bentley Continental 
GT that both enjoyed driving. 


ey 
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Sydney to poet Henry Kendall’s 
Cottage at Gosford was organised by 
the new joint Registrars David Axe 
and Bob Roberts, both of the N.S.W. 
Branch. 

The Derby Bentley Registrars Ed & 
Rena Barnum (N.S.W.) have collected 
car histories on all the vehicles in 
their Register. As they are offering 
their concours winning Bentley 4'/ 
Litre for sale (now there’s a good car 
for someone) I am pleased to report 
that Alastair Kinloch, our A.C.T. 
Branch President, is taking over as 
Registrar of this group. Alastair owns 
two of these Derby 
Bentleys. one of which we might see at 
the Federal Rally in Melbourne if its 
restoration is finished on time. 

The 20 Horsepower Register has 


impressive 


had two very successful meets, one in 
Victoria and one in New South Wales. 
Registrar Bob Clarke has been busy 
monitoring the movement of the 20 
h.p. cars and collecting a large volume 
of information and photographs of 
these cars in Australia. 

Our ever-busy Federal Treasurer, 
W.A. Branch President and Derby 
Phantom Registrar Mick Rust is plan- 
ning a Register run around Tasmania 
after the next Federal Rally. 

I am pleased to announce that Rex 
Vincent (N.S.W.) has been appointed 
the Silver Ghost Registrar, and he has 
several events and ideas to implement 
in the near future. The Federal Rally 
in Melbourne is the ideal place for the 
Registrars to meet and network with 
their members. It would also be a good 
idea for the Registrars to check their 
list of members with the latest edition 
of Chassis Plate to see if they can find 
new members for their Register. 

Technical seminars and sessions 
have proved popular. The N.S.W. 
Branch in late October organised a 
‘Bush Bash’ in Goulburn and the 
Southern Highlands region, and this 
included an informative technical ses- 
sion at the Goulburn T.A.F.E. College. 
Also in attendance were members 
from the A.C.T., Queensland and 
Victoria Branches. 

At the ‘Bush Bash’ evening dinner 
in Goulburn I took the opportunity to 
present to Martin Bennett a Federal 
President’s Award for his "Dedicated 
20 years Commitment as PRAECLARUM 
Editor’. Martin was pleasantly sur- 
prised! Martin had accepted the job as 
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In October Martin & Manuela Bennett hosted nearly 50 members and friends in 20-odd cars for break- 
fast on the N.S.\W. Branch ‘Bush Bash’. After a hearty breakfast the cars proceeded by a scenic route to 
the delightful Colo Vale property of A.C. Branch member David Thurlow and his wife Pam, where we 
enjoyed an outdoor lunch in perfect weather and rides behind magnificent live-steam locomotives on David's 
five-inch gauge railway systern. Here we see some of the cars laying siege to the Bennetts’ country home. 


Editor for a twelve-month period. and 
is still producing the fine magazine 
that it is today, 20 years later! (But re- 
lief is in sight! — Ed.) 

The next morning Martin & 
Manuela provided breakfast at their 
lovely home for the drivers and pass- 
engers of around 20 cars, ranging 
from a pre-World War I Silver Ghost 
(1492) to modern Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley cars, all lined up outside and 
laying siege to this country home. 


Events Calendar 


In order to encourage more mem- 
bers to attend Branch activities in 
other States I would like to see a list of 
events again published in each edition 
of PRAECLARUM. To do this success- 
fully we would need an ‘Australia-wide 
events co-ordinator to submit to our 
Editor a list of events, updated each 
issue for each Branch, for the six 
months following publication of each 
issue. Any volunteers? 


The Club’s ‘Sections’ 


Over the past months I have spo- 
ken to some of our members in the 
Northern Territory and Tasmania to 
ascertain if they were being looked 
after. Their reply was that their num- 
bers vary and at the present moment 
the numbers were small. Distances 
and small numbers make meetings 
difficult. 


Centennial Year 

I would like to wish all our mem- 
bers and friends a very safe and 
healthy 2004 with some great Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley motoring. The year 


ahead is a most exciting one for all 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley enthusiasts. 
The Federal Rally in Melbourne with 
many overseas entrants is not to be 
missed. Following this, on April 1st, 
we reach one hundred years since the 
historic first test drive of the first 
Royce car. 

On May 4th each Branch is cele- 
brating the lunch meeting which took 
place 100 years ago of F.H. Royce, 
C.S. Rolls and Henry Edmunds at the 
Midland Hotel, with our own lunches. 
Included in this will be a toast facing 
the direction of Manchester. A very ex- 
citing time indeed. 

Yours in motoring 
Bryan Inder 


Charles Wright Obituary: 
a correction 


In our last issue's obituary on 
Charles Wright I attributed the 
design of the Club logo and car 
badge to him. I have since learned 
that this was incorrect, and that 
they were in fact designed by my 
good friend, Foundation Member 
Barrie Gillings (N.S.W.). Barrie 
designed these in 1957, in the 
first months of the Club, and 
Charles then used them in the 
South Australian Branch and early 
PRAECLARUM artwork — then, as 
now, Branches shared their treas- 
ures. Our Club owes much to 
Barrie, and I hope he will forgive 
me my faulty memory of those 
early years. 

David Forward 
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The elegant lines have been enhanced by removing the spare wheel from the boot lid and fitting correct tail-lights, boot handle and Winged-'B’ badge. 


The Story of the Fallen Actress 


BY DAVID ALSOP (VIC) 


It would have been a great surprise 
to the fine coachbuilding companies 
in the early 1950s to know that they 
were a highly endangered species and 
would be virtually extinct 10 years 
later. The post-war quality car cus- 
tomer was attracted to the idea of buy- 
ing a complete car. The makers 
responded enthusiastically, none 
more so than Rolls-Royce. Their stan- 
dard steel bodies were comfortable, 
elegant and practical. They were very 
good value compared to the car fitted 
with the bespoke body. Coachbuilders 
could do no better unless the needs of 
the customer were exceptional. Open 
sporting bodies were a thing of the 
pre-war bygone era. 

Enter B25KL — a 1951 standard 
steel Bentley Mk VI. She was probably 
delivered new to a respectable late 
middle-aged successful businessman 
living in one of the Home Counties. 
She would have subsequently passed 
through a number of hands giving 
outstanding service and delight over 
many miles. Unfortunately, like many 
English cars, rust would have taken a 
hold and her body would be in pro- 
gressive decline. By the 1970s she 
was in Australia and no doubt ready 
for a facelift — but a facelift it was not 
to be, a complete career change was, 


in fact, in store. 

Emerging from Roger Fry's ‘clinic’ 
she was now a beautiful roadster in 
the Vanden Plas style. She was what 
an owner could have specially ordered 
in 1951, but nobody did. 

I first saw B25KL at a Victoria 
Branch Concours at Burnham 
Beeches in the early 1980s; she had 
newly arrived from Perth. She was at- 
tracting considerable interest. I in- 
spected her with my father, a long 
time Rolls-Royce enthusiast and 
owner. When he told me it was the car 
I should have it was something I had 
already decided. He encouraged me 
fairly consistently over the following 
years to make sure that one day I got 
that car. 

She was on the market on and off 
for a number of years. Unfortunately, 
or fortunately for me, the market's 
view of her value was rather different 
from her owner’s. Finally she was auc- 
tioned in early 1997 but the bidding 
started at my limit; she was not sold. 
After some months of offers and hag- 
gling I finally acquired her. 

She was by now somewhat of a fall- 
en actress — one with whom many 
had had their way. She was unloved 
and very shabby in every department. 

Although Roger Fry had done a 
magnificent job designing and build- 
ing the body. his brief did not include 


mechanically restoring the chassis 
and engine. Also the client’s budget 
did not appear to permit the degree of 
finishing off and detailing for which he 
is now famous. 

My first expedition was straight to 
Crewe Motors to have the brakes ad- 
justed as she had an extremely bad 
attack of ‘traffic light death creep’. 
These cars have beautiful brakes but 
their adjustment is quite subtle. With 
brakes still in mind I immediately set 
about reorganizing the hand brake, 
the original under dashboard umbrel- 
la type allowed little room for the right 
foot to safely operate the accelerator. I 
found an Austin unit that I could 
mount on the floor and connect up to 
the existing system without modifica- 
tion. 

The next urgent matter was to tack- 
le the unbearable chorus of rattles. I 
discovered almost every bolt under the 
car was loose. At the same time I 
noticed that the fan belt was very 
loose and no doubt the cause of the 
engine’s tendency to run hot. This 
cured the problem for some time but 
ultimately it returned so I grasped the 
nettle and removed the radiator and 
took it to Auto Cooling in South 
Melbourne. Their report was that the 
60% of the core was blocked. Back in 
the car I decided that maybe the in- 
creased movement of the water may 
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dislodge further sediment so I surrep- 
titiously cut the foot out of one of my 
wife’s panty-hose (she was not wear- 
ing them at the time) and put this at 
last point where the water goes into 
the radiator. I set off on my test drive, 
hard and fast along a freeway. The 
gauge showed the engine to be as cool 
as a cucumber, then suddenly boiling! 
Back home I removed the ‘foot’ and 
found a substantial catch. The panty- 
hose tip is worth remembering. 

Although the engine was running 
reasonable well, like all worn out 
Rolls-Royce engines, it was clearly in 
need of rebuilding. I decided it was 
better to do this straight away and get 
the pleasure out of it. I set about find- 
ing out who would be most suitable to 
do the work. Len King and Ken Aulich 
of Crewe Motors seemed ideal; they 
gave me an order of cost and a timing 
of about eight weeks. Both predictions 
proved to be quite correct — they were 
a pleasure to do business with. I knew 
from the word go that virtually every- 
thing would need refurbishing or re- 
placing, and I was not wrong. We 
decided that some improvements to 
the engine would be in order. Within 
reasonable limits why not use knowl- 
edge not available when the car was 
built? 

One of the most extraordinary as- 
pects of the design of these engines is 
the fact that the chromium lining at 
the top of the bores does not go down 
as far as the piston rings travel. The 
two metals wear at different rates and 
a ridge develops. Also, today a differ- 
ent type of piston ring is used for the 
different metals to control oil. As re- 
boring was necessary we decided to 
completely sleeve the whole bore with 
steel. Oil consumption is now neg- 
ligible. 

We have all observed the very large 
distances cars now travel without hav- 
ing rings and bearings replaced. Not 
only are oils better but most of all, 
modern oil and air filters are virtually 
100% effective. We found a simple 
ready made fitting that we could at- 
tach and plumb to the block in the 
same position as the old filter without 
modify anything. The new fitting takes 
a standard spin on filter; quick, clean 
and cheap to replace with every oil 
change. 

Air filtration on these cars was 
never good, I am afraid to say. The 
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Seen parked next to a standard steel Mk Vi, BI! IJN, it can the seen how the B25KL’s radiator has been 


eel | 


moved back about 300 m.m., allowing room for the glorious P!00 headlights, and lowered by about 
65 m.m. Bonnet top and handles are standard. Note period radio aerial found in a wrecker's yard. 


Australian-delivered cars usually had 
an oil-bath filter while the U.K. cars 
like B25KL only had steel mesh that 
was wetted with oil at each service — 
just imagine the small percentage of 
abrasive little particles that actually 
got captured on their way into the 
engine with either of these arrange- 
ments! After a lot of thinking and nos- 
ing around my local spare parts 
retailer, I had the solution. A standard 
Toyota air filter element could replace 
the mesh components. All I needed to 
do was to make a spacer about 20 
m.m. thick. Again. no alterations were 
necessary and the original compo- 
nents could be refitted in virtually sec- 
onds. 

Invigorated with her new engine 
and new-found youth it was now time 
to do something about her body. 


Being such a drivable car around the 
city I was using her more and more; 
she served as my only car for quite 
some time. This led me to the conclu- 
sion that the body restoration needed 
to be ‘very good’ rather than ‘magnifi- 
cent’. I did not want her to become so 
precious that she would rarely come 
out of her motor shed. I hunted 
around looking for a firm who were in- 
terested in an unusual job and had, 
well ... passion. I settled on Horrigan’s 
Motor Body Repairs located near our 
home. The principal, Kevin Horrigan, 
had been in the business for 49 years 
and hence had been trained in ‘the old 
school’. We came to a very satisfactory 
commercial agreement with one catch 
— they could not take her for two 
weeks and it would be a slow job. It 


would take ten days! eg 


The replacement air filter and spacer with original mesh type at right. 
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Modern air filter in place. Note reduced space between top of air silencer and bonnet. 


There were a couple of modifica- 
tions that I had to deal with promptly. 
The spare wheel was carried on top of 
the boot lid and the considerable 
weight high up and far back was hard- 
ly a desirable arrangement, it also 
upset the elegant line of the body. 
Most of all it really was out of context 
for a 1951 car. Some minor modifica- 
tion to the boot space provided a new 
home for the spare. A visit to Auto 
Spares Galore way out in Ferntree 
Gully secured a period boot handle. 

The replacement of the very in- 
appropriate 1930s style American 
style tail-lights was the next chal- 
lenge. I purchased from the ever help- 
ful Peter Shellard a pair of original 


Mk VI lenses and set about making a 
housing similar to the original yet al- 
lowing for the much shallower gradi- 
ent of the ‘guards. 

I stripped the body down and sent 
her to Mr Horrigan’s clinic for her cos- 
metics then took all her jewellery to 
the chrome platers. The grille had a 
number of battle scares to be removed 
and the slats, earlier replaced with 
mesh, were reinstated. The wheel 
discs proved somewhat of a headache; 
I can see why some of them were silver 
painted rather than bright chrome. I 
understand that chrome plating on a 
concave surface is difficult, in my case 
it took months to achieve a satisfacto- 
ry result. Robert McDermott kindly 


The modem spin-on oil filter showing plumbing connected to original fittings. This would have looked tidier 
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lent me a set of temporary trims so 
she could venture on to the roads 
without feeling self-conscious. 

As those who have embarked on 
these sorts of projects can attest. 
nothing is ever quick, 
straightforward. The car had one fog- 
light in the middle, again not a 1950s 
look; I needed a second so they could 
be mounted as a pair on either side of 
the valance in front of the grille to give 
the front the appropriate ‘balance’. As 
these Mk VI type fog-lamps were fitted 
to Wolsley 4/44s and Jaguar Mk Vs 
and none seemed to be available 
through my usual sources I figured 
the Jaguar course was an easier track 
to follow. With great difficulty I got on 
to a character near Tooradin who had 
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a vast collection of cars in various 
states — all generally decrepit. It was 
necessary for him to tell me every de- 
tail of his life then the story of every 
car scattered among the trees and in 
rickety sheds. I wondered if I would 
ever leave with what I wanted. The 
whole process took the best part of the 
day. 

Settling on the final colour scheme 
was a slow process. Computers are 
now useful for trying colour combina- 
tions on the actual vehicle. My con- 
clusion was that owing to the size of 
the car it needed to be in two colours. 
Very nice swage lines provide ideal 
junctions. The mudguards needed the 
right strength and shade of colour to 
subtle 
curves. Some cars look nice ‘in the 
flesh’ but often photograph poorly. I 
wanted everything! I finally settled on 
colours not dissimilar from the origi- 
nal, selected for a current car comp- 
any’s range. 

A full tonneau cover was made by 
Ley Grigg Motor Trimming together 
with a new separate hood bag. It may 
seem unbelievable to non-Melbourne 
people but I have only needed to drive 
her three times with the hood up. I 
now tend to leave it off the car, the 
tonneau cover giving me the ‘security’ 
I need for my journeys around the 


bring out their beautiful 


city. 

What makes this car special? It 
must be said that Roger Fry’s design 
is perfect. One of the reasons this is so 
is because the engine and radiator 
were moved back about a foot, few 
people do this when rebodying these 
cars in a sporting style and a good re- 
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sult is never achieved. The mostly alu- 
minium body gives a total weight of 
1,470 kg. compared to the standard 
steel saloon at 1,909 kg. and the 
Continental at 1,625 kg. 

And so the fallen actress is once 
again a great beauty. She receives 
admiring glances and comments 
everywhere she goes, she is sure-footed 
and nimble in traffic. She is a delight 
to live with and enchants everyone 
with her grace. 

One day I was driving very fast in 
Gippsland, it was about 6 a.m. on a 
clear sunny morning, the road was 
deserted and I was thinking how lucky 
I was driving this great car through 
such magnificent countryside. I 
looked at the passenger’s seat and 
saw my late father. He just smiled and 
I said “thanks Dad”. His wish had 
come true. \= sl 


Right: Austin handbrake looking perfectly at home 
between the seats, Old radio but, like the hand- 
brake, not quite in period, Electrics were changed 
to negative earth. 


Below: Tail-light assembly made to receive original 
lens. Colour changes occur only on swage lines and 
other ‘natural breaks’, as was the invariable prac- 
tice of coachbuilders. Replating the wheel trims 
turned into a major episode. 
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The author says that this picture shows seven bores! Your Editor sees only six lovely new steel ones ready 
for their new pistons. New exhaust valves were also fitted. 
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probably went out of a window. 
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Predjanski Castle, built into the limestone cliff face so as to be completely safe from attack or siege. The water supply comes from inside the mountain. Garbage 
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The Katschberg? No problem. 
The Loibl? A different story! 


Thoughts on the June 2003 Austrian Alpine Celebration Tour — Part 2. 


BY BARRIE GILLINGS (NS.W,) 


The Stelvio 

The next stage was over the 
Brenner Pass, which was a doddle, to 
Innsbruck (translation: Inn River 
Bridge). It is a lovely city, surrounded 
by very high mountains. From there 
we went either via the Reschen pass 
or via Timmelsjoch and absolutely 
stunning views (and near where the 
5,000-year-old Man in the Ice was 
found) before the descent to Merano. 
The following day there was a choice, 
drive or sightsee. The adventurous 


drivers could drive up the Stelvio Pass 
and then down the other side and re- 
turn to Merano. Most did so. The 
Stelvio is the highest pass in the Alps 
(2,758 metres) and the second-highest 
in Europe. The Swiss banned its use 
in the original Alpenfahrts, but who 
could resist a 15 mile ascent with 48 
hairpin bends? Those whose Ghosts 
have long wheelbases, that’s who! 
Some had to back and fill many times. 
The scenery was spectacular. The 
descent wasn’t quite so challenging 
but came close. It had only 39 hairpin 
bends. 

From Merano to Riva we had to fol- 


low some complicated instructions 
which took us up and down, past 
stunning scenery, through avalanche 
tunnels and ordinary tunnels and fin- 
ished by a beautiful lake, Italy’s 
largest, at Riva. The luxury hotel at 
Riva was nice, but the air conditioning 
and plumbing in our room was a dis- 
appointment. Both failed to proceed. 


Grand Hotel, Toblach 

Between Riva and our next stop, 
Penia, there were only two passes, the 
Broccone and the Rolle, (plus the 
Gobbera, which was so small we hard- 
ly noticed it). Again the scenery was 
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stunning. There was an alternative 
route through the Sommo pass, but 
by now most of us took the difficult 
passes rather than the easy alterna- 
tives. At Penia we had a nice send-off 
at the ski lift. then we were off to the 
Pordoi, which was the highest pass on 
the 1913 route, 27 hairpins up and 33 
down, but the gradients were a mere 
10%. The next pass was the Falzarego, 
the second highest pass in 1913 but 
now a doddle, with generous hairpins, 
17 up and 21 down and a maximum 
gradient of 8%. 

We stopped at Toblach/Dobbiaco 
for lunch. It was here that the famous 
photograph of the cars parked outside 
the Grand Hotel was taken in 19138. 
The photo was recreated in 1993 but 
now, in 2003, the wide space in front 
of the hotel was a field of clover and 
grasses. The narrow road in front of 
the hotel was instead occupied by a 
bare minimum of cars, 
tables loaded with nice things to eat 


plus lots of 


and drink and lots of people, including 
the mayor and local citizens. There 
were speeches and exchanges of greet- 
ings. 


Our two-wheeled friends 

The route from Toblach had a few 
hairpins but by now they weren't a 
challenge, unless coupled with motor 
bikes overtaking and possibly under- 
taking. The bikers were like Aust- 
ralian flies are in the summer. They 
were omnipresent, annoying and up- 
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David Dudley, a tour organiser, outside the Grand Hotel, Tob 


ach, thanking the mayor and citizens for their 


hospitality. It was here that the ‘Fahrt cars stopped in 1913, '14, '73 and '93. The traditional picture of all 
the cars outside the hotel was not possible for 2003 because the area is now a clover field. On the right 


of the picture is Silver Ghost 1884, ex-Australia. 


setting without being lethal. What 
hatched them out must have been the 
warm weather, dry roads. challenging 
hairpins and several well-advertised 
motorbike rallies. You couldn’t escape 
from the bikes and in tunnels their 
noise was auditorially challenging. 
Most tunnels needed headlights and 
those on Silver Ghosts do not, gener- 
ally speaking, provide a blinding white 
light. It was very easy to misjudge 
clearances, especially when one is in 


the dark and distracted by the loud 
motorbike noises, and at least one 
Ghost doing a little tunnel-wall scrap- 
ing. 

It was here, at our overnight stop at 
the Josephinenhof Hotel, near Villach., 
that we were treated to dinner and 
entertainment by the proprietors and 
fellow Rolls-Royce owners Michael and 
Angelika Elliott, in a repeat of their 
hospitality for the 1993 rally. It was a 
splendid occasion. 


Looking down on Ghosts parked outside the Grand Union Hotel, Ljubljana, from left to right: Powys’ 1920 Barker Torpedo tourer 50RE, Wilson's 1913 L-E Neeve 
tourer 2371, Studdard's 1921 Carmart Park Ward Allweather 33LG, Kadoorie's 1912 L-E Penny tourer 1958, Vincent's 1924 du Bois tourer {23EM. 2371 and 
1958 are similar cars with similar 35 x 5 tyres and both stopped on the Loib! pass, 


Aj94 


PRAECLARVM 


Bill Kennedy's picture of all the Ghosts at Lipica, plus a four horsepower Lippizaner vehicle in the middle. Probably the largest ever assembly of Silver Ghosts. 


Lippizaners and the big picture 

From Villach to Lipica we went 
through two passes, the Wurzen and 
the Predil but, by now, we seasoned 
Alpenfahrters did not even comment 
on anything less than a 15% gradient 
or fewer than 20 hairpins. Lipica is 
the home of the famous Lippizaner 
white horses and we all saw those. We 
also assembled for what was probably 
the largest assembly of Silver Ghosts 
ever. All 56 were arrayed in a semi- 
circle, three deep and so placed that 
Bill Kennedy's digital camera, atop a 
ladder, atop a truck, could see all of 
them and their crews. Bill then took 
one (or several) of his celebrated 
panorama photographs, copies of 
which was sent to all participants 
(above). 

The next stage was from Lipica, 
with an optional stop at the astonish- 
ing Predjanski Grad, a castle built into 


a limestone cliff. Then there was more 
stunning scenery and a 15 hairpin de- 
scent to Vipava for lunch with the 
civic leaders. We then descended 
through lots of towns with unpro- 
nounceable names to whole street of 
reserved parking outside the Grand 
Union Hotel in Ljubljana. There was a 
drivers’ meeting that evening to pre- 
pare drivers for the Loib] Pass. 


The Loibl 

The following day we drove from 
Ljubljana via the Loib] and RadI pass- 
es to Graz. Again the scenery was 
spectacular. Our arrival at the Loibl 
Pass was a special occasion and all 
the cars were directed to park behind 
a ribbon, awaiting starter’s orders. 
The Loibl Pass is 1,367 metres up and 
only 3.2 miles long but the gradients 
range from 17% to 29% and it has 13 
hairpins. The descent has 6 hairpins 
and a 23% gradient. The road surface 


Ajter 2371 stopped to offer assistance to a fellow ‘Fahrter, it would not restart until Lyel Murrell and | 


ke off that | got left behind while taking this picture. 
a ry 


is not paved but is fair to good. It is 
not normally open to the public and 
was opened and groomed especially 
for the Alpenfahrt, as it was for the 
1993 commemoration. All of today’s 
traffic goes through the much more 
gentle tunnel. 

Cars were flagged away at the bot- 
tom, and started the climb, with a 
minute or so separating them. There 
were plenty of spectators lined along 
the initial gradients to cheer the cars 
on. This was the first time we experi- 
enced this heart warming and enthus- 
iastic encouragement. We thought 
that 2371 was going just fine when, 
about halfway up, we encountered a 
stopped Alpenfahrter. All I remember 
is that this car was light in colour. 
Walter decided to stop to see if he 
could provide assistance. BIG MIS- 
TAKE! The stopped vehicle didn't re- 
quire assistance but now ... we DID! 
When we attempted a restart, 2371 
would not take off. Lyel and I immedi- 
ately dismounted and pushed the car 
as Walter engaged first gear and 
revved. 2371 took off like a startled 
deer with Lyel in hot pursuit. He 
jumped on the running board but I 
was, alas, taking a photograph and 
‘missed the bus’. I looked back down 
the hill and saw that there was an- 
other Ghost which had ‘failed to pro- 
ceed’. It was our sister car 1958 with 
Andy Wood, driving alone. He too had 
stopped and was having trouble 
restarting, but he didn’t have the two 
essential bodies pushing from behind. 
A little problem like this never stopped 
Andy and he simply revved the engine, 
slipped the clutch a fair bit and was 
up and away. But as he was doing 
this, Joe Willenpart’s 1914 43YB 
passed him, climbing strongly. 
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I leaped onto Joe’s running board 
(with his permission, of course), and 
we followed 2371 as it completed the 
Loibl pass ascent without any further 
difficulty. 
was helpful, as I was able to photo- 


In retrospect, this hiatus 


graph its ascent from a unique view- 
point. At the summit we were all 
given a glass of champagne and a 
chance to take lots of triumphant pic- 
tures. The views were again stunning. 
The border control officials were help- 
ful and friendly, took a quick glance at 
our passports and waved us on toa 
leisurely but very steep descent from 
Slovenia into Austria and our destina- 
tion, Graz. The views were again, as I 
keep saying, stunning. 

So why did the Ghosts 1958 and 
2371 ‘fail to proceed’ on the Loibl 
Pass? It was only to be expected. In 
1913, Radley’s Ghost 1930E failed on 
the Katschberg (then a 25% gradient) 
probably because his car had a 2.89:1 
rear end and a three-speed gearbox. 
Since then the Katschberg has been 
re-engineered and is now only 15%. 
But not so the Loibl, which is much as 
it was in 1913, and has gradients of 
almost 30% in places. Not only do 
1958 and 2371 have three-speed gear- 
boxes and probably 2.89:1 rear ends, 
they had 35 x 5 wheels, instead of the 
more customary 33 x 5. They were the 
only two cars in the ’Fahrt that had 
these larger wheels and this added an 
extra 6% to their already high gearing. 

As long as their engines maintained 
high revs (high speeds in first gear), 
there was no problem, because ade- 
quate power was being delivered to the 
rear wheels. But at low revs, there was 
insufficient power to start the cars up 
a steep incline. These two cars thus 
re-created, on the Loibl, the original 
situation that led Henry Royce to re- 


design the Silver Ghost cars with more 
power and a low first gear. These mod- 


ifications were important factors in 
avoiding disqualifications, and, 
coupled with the other improvements, 
were responsible for the outstanding 
success of Silver Ghosts in the 1913 
and 1914 Alpine Trials and subse- 


quently in the marketplace. 


Graz and Gaming 

We had a lay-day in Graz for sight- 
seeing. Those who did not sightsee 
serviced their cars in a vast under- 
ground garage. Graz is memorable for 
many things but the most memorable 
to me is that it rained. This was the 
first serious downward precipitation 
of watery substances that we had so 
far experienced and the less prescient 
of us got soaked. 

The next leg of the journey was to 
Kartause (translation: Carthusian) 


Convent/Monastery, Gaming. Dis- 
used monasteries make very fine 
hotels. We lived in splendour for two 
days, ate and drank extremely well, 
did some ‘hub rally’ sightseeing, took 
a boat trip on the Danube, were royal- 
ly entertained for lunch at Sheibbs, 
(the home town of Joe Willenpart) and 
Chamber 


Orchestra in an entirely appropriate 


listened to a Mozart 
monastery hall. It was an action- 
packed two days especially for one 
‘Fahrter, who bought a 1914 Silver 
Ghost by telephone auction bid during 
the Mozart concert interval! 


That memorable couple, Stift Melk 
& Maria Taferl 

The last day of this momentous 
Alpine Celebration Tour took us to the 
Danube and to Stift (translation: con- 
vent/monastery/bishopric/seminary) 
Melk. A beautifully restored Stift if 


Lyel Murrell and Walter Wilson (reflected in the windscreen) starting to climb the Loibl. Spectators lined the 


road and cheered the cars on. This made the occasion extra special. 


War bees 
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Joe Willenpart, who was climbing well in 43YB, drew level with me and kindly allowed me to be a running- 
board passenger. This allowed me to photograph 2371! from behind while it successfully climbed the rest 


of the Loibl. 


ever there was one, it is on a hill be- 
side the Danube River and from there, 
as you might have guessed, the views 
were stunning. We then drove along 
both sides of the Danube, viewing lots 
of castles en route, then ascended a 
river terrace to Maria Taferl, a cele- 
brated church dating from 1660 and 
housing many religious items and 
relics. The views from the adjacent 
hotel where we stayed, and where the 
final dinner was held, were (ho hum) 
stunning. The dinner was quite infor- 
mal with planned seating. Part- 
had an opportunity to 
socialise with folks that they may not 
have met over the previous 16 days. 


icipants 


There were a few very short but ap- 
propriate speeches. Everyone got a 
replica Rolls-Royce chassis plate, in- 
scribed on the front with their car's 
chassis number, and on the back 
with: 

“ALPINE CELEBRATION TOUR 2003 
COMMEMMORATING THE OUT- 
STANDING SUCCESS OF THE 
ROLLS-ROYCE 40-50 HP CARS COM- 
PETING IN THE 1913 AUSTRIAN 
ALPINE TRIAL AND ENHANCING 
THEIR REPUTATION AS THE 
WORLD'S BEST CAR. ORGANISED 
BY THE RREC AND THE SGA.” 

There was much schmoozing, ex- 
changing of addresses and discussion 
of future rallies and activities. 

The following day we all went home. 


In retrospect 

The Alpine 2003 was the experience 
of a lifetime. The organisers Jacquie 
Boynton, David Dudley, Mary White 
and Joe Willenpart, supported by their 
partners, earned everyone's sincere 
thanks for the excellent organisation 
and meticulous paperwork, entertain- 
ment and the many incidental activi- 
ties involved in such a large rally. And 
they did it for an astonishingly low 
cost. The S.G.A. Chairman, Lyhn 
Boynton, has recognised their efforts 
by awarding them, jointly, the annual 
‘Ron Bonar Spirit of Alpine ’93 
Trophy’. This magnificent carved crys- 
tal Spirit of Ecstasy (see Silver Ghost 
Tourer pages 3384, 403, 501 & 873) 
goes to the person(s) who have done 
most to encourage Silver Ghost tour- 
ing during the year. They certainly did 
encourage. There was enthusiastic re- 
sponse to a suggested repeat rally in 
2013. Most said they would be there if 
they were still alive. 

The participants were all members 
of their home Rolls-Royce organis- 
ations and/or the specialist Silver 
Ghost Association. They heard about 
the rally through these various groups 
and by word of mouth. So there was 
no exclusivity about it. If you were in- 
terested and there was space, you 
were welcome regardless of affiliation. 
This is as it should be. Interest in 
Silver Ghosts is not restricted to club 
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members. Anyone can play but most, 
if not all, are members of one club or 
another. 


The countrside 

My own observation of this rally, 
my first in Europe, is that where we 
went the seasons are a very important 
part of life. The lush green fields were 
turned into fodder for the cattle but 
where were the cattle? I now know 
that, in the colder parts, they live 
most of their lives in the ground-floor 
section of the houses, providing there- 
by warmth (and aroma) for the hu- 
mans above. | didn’t know that. 
Moreover, many of the houses had 
firewood, cut to length and stacked 
around their walls. In Australia, this 
is a recipe for disaster and an invita- 
tion to be burnt to a crisp in the bush- 
fire season. In Europe, it means that, 
in a cold winter, you can stay warm 
because of the insulation it provides, 
or burn it when the weather gets very 
cold. 

I found it hard to imagine how 
things must look in winter. We were 
there in a particularly warm summer. 
In fact, a month after the rally, parts 
of Europe were experiencing 100 year 
record high temperatures. It didn’t 
rain for two weeks. In Australia this is 
a normal occurrence. In Europe it is 
exceptional. I could not get my mind 
around the idea that this lush green 
valley we were driving through had a 
ski jump built into the side of the hill. 
Preposterous! How could this valley 
be covered with snow? The other sur- 
prise was the amount of water that 
flowed, down hills, into little streams, 
then into bigger streams and eventu- 
ally into rivers that flowed faster than 
I can walk. And it has been so for 
thousands of years, as demonstrated 
by the castles and monasteries, some 
still operational, along the rivers. The 
sense of history was everywhere. And 
the views, almost everywhere, really 
were stunning, there is no other word 
for it. That’s why I took more than 700 
digital pictures, 300 colour slides and 
100 colour pictures. I just couldn’t 
help myself. Around every corner 
there was a picture-postcard scene. 


Navigation 

Despite the provision of very de- 
tailed route instructions and a set of 
six extremely detailed maps, plus two 
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extras, it was quite easy to get lost. In 
Australia, there are few roads linking 
towns and these are usually widely 
separated. This is not the case in 
Europe. There might be several roads 
linking towns which are often just a 
few kilometres apart. And the names, 
although they may look the same, are 
not. It was wise, as the organisers 
suggested, to plan the route and mark 
it on the map, the night before. Here is 
a hint. Don’t use a yellow highlighter 
to mark the route, as this colour is 
hard to see in the hotel room at night 
and even harder in sunlight. Use blue, 
or green or pink, but not yellow. And 
remember that the organisers gave 
you very good maps but they probably 
planned the route while actually dri- 
ving the roads. They looked mainly at 
the road signs, and included the sign- 
age in the instructions. But maps 
don’t have road signs. So, when the 
route instructions say, for example, 
follow signs to Villach you may search 
in vain for Villach to mark the route on 
your map. Villach may be a big place 
and 20 kilometres away on another 
map and you may spend some time 
not finding it on your current map. It 
is also a great comfort to have all the 
relevant maps, pre-folded and ready 
for use, plus the route instructions, 
on a clipboard. Another suggestion: fit 
a little compass to the board. It does- 
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n't have to be marine navigation qual- 
ity, but it is a great help to reassure 
you that you are heading in roughly 
the right direction, and not going the 
opposite way (nearly all maps have 
north at the top). 


Personal interactions 

On such a large rally, it is to be ex- 
pected that you won't meet every par- 
ticipant. Look at it this way. If you had 
breakfast with a different person every 
day of this rally, you would have met 
only 30 per cent of the participants. 
Another observation: there were 56 
Ghosts starting off each day. If they 
started at one minute intervals, it 
would take an hour for all of them to 
leave. But in one hour, at 30 miles per 
hour, even the nearest rally car would 
be half a mile away. A few cars did 
seem to travel together. This may have 
been because they did not want to 
navigate, and simply followed the 
leader, a procedure fraught with pot- 
ential mistakes. We rarely saw other 
cars, except at snack and meal stops 
and on one occasion when the road 
was blocked by a washaway, and 
there was a queue. 

It must be said that the old car 
movement is not only about driving 
old cars. It is about appreciating 
them, preserving them. maintaining 
them and meeting like-minded people. 


Pre-final dinner drinks in the church courtyard overlooking the Danube. From left to right: David Jones (Vic.), 
Norah Vincent (N.S.W), Diana Jones (back to camera) and Malcolm Johns (N.S.W.). The views were really 


stunning, 


We are a mixed bunch. You will like 
some of your companions a lot and 
some not so much. There will be a few 
that you might avoid, but you will 
form some strong friendships with 
others and this is what it is all about. 
I return to my statement above: While 
it is our cars that bring us together, it is 
the friendships we make that keep us 
together. 

Having said that, one has to ask ‘so 
what is the car of choice to keep us to- 
gether?’ and I must say, from my point 
of view, that for this purpose, owning 
a Silver Ghost is not a matter of life 
and death. It is much more important 
than that! + 


Photographs by the Author 


Tour from Adelaide to the 
2004 Federal Rally 


The Western Australia Branch 
invites all members to join tour 
leaders Mick Rust & Glenice 
Matthews for a fun-filled five day 
run from Adelaide to Melbourne in 
March 2004. 

The plan is to meet at Hahndorf 
in the Adelaide Hills on Sunday 
March 7th before the Federal Rally. 
then take the coast road including 
the Great Ocean Road to Melbourne 
to participate in the 2004 Federal 
Rally. 

On the way. we plan to visit 
tourist attractions and wineries, 
eat, drink. and generally have a 
good time. All costs will be to mem- 
bers’ individual accounts. 

Please ring. fax or email Mick or 
Glenice want more information: 


Mick Rust 
Mobile: 0418-91-5356 
Fax: 08-9379-1261 
Email: mjrust@iinet.net.au 


Glenice Matthews 
Mobile: 0419-92-6060 
Fax: 08-9286-2746 
Email: glengoldsmith@bigpond.com 


Or write: 
P.O. Box 1215, Midland, W.A. 
6936 


Experimental Phantom [ll Continental 39EX in a tight squeeze, probably in the De 
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rbyshire Peak District. 


WEIGHTY MATTERS 


Or, how to make a Continental Phantom Ill: the story of Experimental Car 39EX 


BY STEVE STUCKEY (A.C.T) 


This article first appeared in Phantoms, the 
journal of the Phantom Ill Technical Society, of 
which the author is a Fellow. It is reproduced 
with the kind permission of the Society. 


A major issue for Rolls-Royce as it 
built firstly the ‘Spectres’ (the early 
Experimental Phantom IIIs) and then 
the production series, was the weight 
of the car. This involved both the 
chassis (over which Rolls-Royce had 
control) and the coachwork (over 
which the Company had far less con- 
trol). The weight of the car naturally 
affected its performance, and Rolls- 
Royce knew that the performance of 
their cars was under threat in com- 
parison to, mainly. European and 
American makes. 

Company records show that in 
mid-1934 the weights of chassis being 
produced were as follows: 

Phantom II (long) Wheelbase 12’ 6" 
weight 3.833 lbs; 

Phantom II (short) Wheelbase 12° 0" 
weight 3,782 lbs; 

20/25 h.p. Wheelbase 11° 0" weight 
2,784 Ibs. 

Compared to this, the first Spectre 
weighed 3,388 Ibs. 


(These figures are for the chassis 
only, complete with oil, water, tyres, 
bonnet and battery but without lug- 
gage grid, bumpers or spare wheels.) 

At this point it is worth pointing out 
that in the 1930s weights in Great 
Britain were calculated in hundred- 
weights (cwt.) which equalled 112 
pounds. Quarters of a hundredweight 
were also quoted: a quarter (qtr.) was 
28 pounds. So a car weighing 46 cwts. 
2 qtrs. 6 Ibs actually weighed 5,214 
pounds, i.e. (46 x 112)+(28 x 2)+6. 

But, the signs that all was not 
equal are shown by the fact that the 
chassis side members for the short 
Phantom II weighed 83 Ibs, for the 
long chassis’ 88 lbs, and for the 
Phantom III a massive 112 Ibs. Whilst 
the first V-12 engine weighed less 
than that of the Phantom II (its dry 
weight, with clutch casing and with- 
drawal assembly was 856 Ibs) there 
were other components of the chassis 
that were weighing the car down and 
consequently affecting its perform- 
ance. In addition, customers were de- 
manding more and more additions 
and accessories to the coachwork; a 
radio alone, for example, weighed 28 
Ibs. 

On May 21st 1936, Sidgreaves 


wrote a memo about how to make the 
Phantom II] a car more suitable for 
Continental touring, including with a 
6.5:1 compression ratio (as opposed to 
6:1 for the production Phantom III). To 
Robotham (Rm) he wrote the follow- 
ing: 

“The Continental owner attaches far 
more importance to performance than 
the English customer; in fact they seem 
to be almost obsessed with this aspect 
of motoring ... We think it should be 
possible to produce a _ complete 
Continental Phantom II with wireless 
set etc. to weigh not more than 50 cwts 
(5,600 lbs) and that some sort of objec- 
tive should be kept in view.” 
(Hs/Rm.2/KW.21.5.36) 

On June 16th 1936, Hs (Hives, 
head of the Experimental Department) 
wrote to RHC (R.H. Coverley, head of 
Production) that a decision had been 
made to produce an experimental 
Continental Phantom III with a 
changed camshaft, cylinder heads, 
valves and fittings, and induction sys- 
tem. 

Two months later, on August 14th 
1936 Rm wrote to RHC: 

“We are appalled at the weight of 
the Phantom II. In spite of the shorter 
chassis. smaller engine, and greater 
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use of light alloys the first six Phantom 
IIs delivered to customers average out 
1 cwt (112 Ibs) heavier than the last 
six Phantom IIs ... We are having a shot 
at making our Continental Phantom II, 
which has been handed over to the 
Experimental Department as a job of 
work (as a} reasonably light car.” 

He went on to mention that discus- 
sions amongst the engineers had 
shown expected weight savings, be- 
ginning with: 

Side members and the front pan in 
.080 steel; 

Deletion of the frame stiffener (saving 
74 lbs); 

Changing front suspension parts (50 
Ibs): 

Magnesium castings (33 Ibs); 
Changed engine speed dynamo and 
water pump (5 Ibs); 

A lightened radiator. 

On August 29th 1936 Rm wrote to 
Sidgreaves and Wormald in the follow- 
ing terms: 

“We have gone further into the spec- 
ification of this chassis. In order to 
make it sufficiently attractive we think 
it should have at least 10% better 
acceleration on any gear than the stan- 
dard car, and a true top speed under 
the most favourable conditions of 100 
MPH. 


Table 1 


Section: 


Frame. Wraith thickness. Additional 


Aluminium in front suspension 
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“We cannot get the improvement in 
acceleration with the 7% higher axle 
ratio, even with a concentrated effort 
on saving weight. It is therefore pro- 
posed to use an 8-33 ratio, which is 3% 
higher than standard only. This means 
that to achieve 100 MPH the engine 
will have to run up to 4.600 RPM, 
which will only be possible with RR tin- 
aluminium bearings. Fortunately these 
are developing favourably. 

“With regard to weight and cost sav- 
ing, the attached list undoubtedly con- 
tains a number of controversial items: 
our suggestion is that they are all tried 
out and only abandoned if it is found 
that they will not work. No-one would 
have agreed four years ago that the 
Peregrine rear axle was suitable for a 
4'/a litre power unit, and yet it is doing 
the job satisfactorily to-day. 

“The question of cost appears to be 
so serious that we think the develop- 
ment of this chassis ought inevitably to 
incorporate any savings that can be 
made without complete re-design, even 
if this delays the final car somewhat. 

“In view of Vanvooren’s achieve- 
ment on the Paris Trials car, it is diffi- 
cult to believe that a 10% reduction 
cannot be made in the weight of a 
body of 35EX type, without cutting 
out any desirable 
(Hs/Rm.1/KW.29.8.36) 


features.” 


Saving, Ib: | Achieved, Ib: 
60 65 
24 


Magnesium gearbox, clutch pit, bottom half, etc. 


Substitute Ph. || Continental rear road springs 


Engine unit — at least 


Electrical. Use 20/25 dynamo and battery 


Flexible Flywheel 

Exhaust system 

Brake layout, light alloy rear drums 
Petrol tank 

Steering gear and levers 

Radiator and bonnet 

Lockheed jacks instead of Sessions 
Lightened bumpers 

Body brackets 


Hall’s Metal big end and main bearings 
8-33 axle ratio 

Additional potential 

Elimination of air cooler 


15 

nil 
415 lbs or 
3.7 cwts 


It has been demonstrated in France that owing to the stiff frame and improved 


suspension of the Ph.lll, aluminium wings can be used with impunity. There is a 


further potential 40 Ibs for 14" front drums. 


There is then appended an interest- 
ing list of chassis components (see 
table below) where the Experimental 
engineers gave their views about 
weight savings. The list was later 
amended with weight savings actually 
achieved, as shown. 

“It has been demonstrated in France 
that owing to the stiff frame and im- 
proved suspension of the Ph.III, alu- 
minium wings can be used with 
impunity. There is a further potential 
40 lbs for 14" front drums.” 

On October 8th 1936 Rm wrote to 
Sidgreaves to tell him that the deci- 
sion had been made to proceed with 
the Continental Phantom III, and that 
his understanding was that Barker 
were to be given the order for the 
body. He urged that Evernden begin to 
discuss the body with the coach- 
builders as soon as possible. On 
October 20th Rm sent drawings for 
the engine and various chassis parts 
to RHC; the engine was to be Spectre 
No.15. 

The body weight of the Phantom III 
was causing as much concern to the 
engineers as the mechanicals. The 
weight of the coachwork on the last 
eight Experimental Phantom III chas- 
sis had ranged from 1,437 pounds to 
1,776 pounds, whilst the chassis 
weight varied between 4,033 to 4,146 
pounds (the long wheelbase 38EX 
chassis weight was at 4.261 pounds). 
Barkers on November 3rd 1936 told 
Rolls-Royce that they expected to save 
between 2 and 3 cwt (224 to 336 
pounds) on a lightweight body for the 
Continental chassis. 

Rm, always prepared to speak his 
mind, sent this memo to Hs and 
Sidgreaves on 4 November, as soon as 
he was told of the decision to use 
Barker: 

“We should like to raise a point in 
connection with the Continental P.II in 
order that the matter may be discussed 
at the meeting next week. 

“We fully appreciate that since 
Barkers are being given the order for 
the close-coupled PIII bodies, it is de- 
sirable they should produce a_ light- 
ened body for test. We do question, 
however, whether, apart from the rea- 
sons of policy, they are the most suit- 
able people to do the job. 

“If we look at the list of coachwork 
which have so far been fitted to PIT 
cars, we see that Barkers have pro- 


duced one body of the type, we believe, 
in which we are interested, and this is 
fitted to 3-AZ-38, which weighs 
13cwts. 2qrs. 22lbs (1.534 Ibs). 

“Young has produced a similar body 
fitted to 3-AZ-30, which weighs 1'/2 
cwts. (168 lbs) less. 

“Therefore, if Barkers knock 2 cwts 
off their figure they will be very little 
lighter than a body which can be 
bought from Youngs in the ordinary 
way. 

“Guy Knowles, whom we consider is 
a very discerning owner, has been 
highly satisfied with the last three bod- 
tes he has obtained from Young. and 
these have all been considerably 
lighter than Barker bodies of a similar 
type. 

“Briefly, therefore, we believe we 
are correct in stating that Barkers’ ex- 
perience of building really light bodies 
is negligible, and it seems problemati- 
cal to us that they should be successful 
in this present attempt. 

“Our suggestion, therefore, is that 
there could. with advantage. be some 
competition on this lightened saloon, 
and that Youngs could be asked to con- 
struct a body. 

“The lighter of the two could be fitted 
to the experimental chassis; the 
other used on a _ Demonstrator.” 
(Rm7/R.4.11.36) 

Rm did not win this bureaucratic 
battle; on January 8th 1937 chassis 
39EX, minus its engine and gearbox, 
was sent by truck to Barkers. Later 
that month Rm wrote to Sidgreaves 
that the total weight saving on the 
completed chassis, engine and gear- 
box was 500 lbs, and almost £60 in 
cost. On March 12th, Frank Dodd 
(who worked for Rm) visited Barkers 
and reported that the completed 
coachwork for 39EX weighed in at 12 
ewts. 1 qr. 10 Ibs (1,382 Ibs); interest- 
ingly this was about 16 lbs lighter 
than the James Young 3AZ30. The 
body was in steel also, which was un- 
usual and it had a division. If the in- 
tent was to save as much weight as 
possible, perhaps more could have 
been achieved by removal of the divi- 
sion! 

On March 18th 1937 Experimental 
Continental Phantom UI 39EX was 
ready for the road, finished in dark 
grey over light grey and on 2 April it 
was registered RC-4922. The total 
weight of the car was about 47 ewts. 
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(5,264 lbs), 4 cwts. lighter than 32EX, 
the Experimental chassis. In May 
1937, after the car had been used for 
testing in England, Rm wrote to the 
Experimental Department that he 
thought that 39EX may need a new 
engine before being dispatched to 
France for its 15,000 mile test. This 
was not done, however, indicating that 
the fate of the car was beginning to be 
sealed. 

The Experimental Department took 
the car to Brooklands on June 25th 
1937 for acceleration and speed tests. 
Despite its lighter weight it had only a 
marginally higher speed than 32EX. 
39EX was timed at 92.78 mph over 
the quarter mile in direct drive as 
against 85.7 mph for 32EX. In over- 
drive it was 91.81 mph against 90 ex- 
actly for 32EX (an Oldsmobile 28.3 
h.p. did 83.33 mph and a Vauxhall 
28.3 h.p. 75 mph). 39EX’s accelera- 
tion was much better, however. 
achieving the following in comparison 
to the older car: 


Table 2 
Acceleration times in seconds: 


32EX 39EX 
10-30 mph 8.5 6.5 


10-40 mph 13 95 
10-50 mph 15.3 
10-60 mph 20.6 
10-70 mph 27.5 


On August 16th a new, experi- 
mental overdrive gearbox was fitted to 
39EX in preparation for testing in 
England and abroad. This was to be 
the major test before these gearboxes 
were placed into production chassis. 

Sales of the Phantom III were be- 
ginning to drop by late 1937, caused 
not least by the deteriorating inter- 
national situation. By this time the 
Company was losing substantial 
amounts of money on every chassis 
produced, and there were stocks of 
cars held by Rolls-Royce, the coach- 
builders and dealers. unsold. 
Correspondence indicates that Hs in 
particular was reluctant to spend 
more money on developing a new type 
of Phantom III chassis, and 39EX was 
sent back to the 
Department. Rm wrote on October 
20th 1937 to all testers in his 
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Department: 

“The present sales of PHI cars have 
settled down to about two per week. 
By the end of this year we shall have 
spent £25,000 on PHI Experimental 
work. This works out at the somewhat 
absurd figure of £250 per car sold to 
development expenses alone. It is, 
therefore, clear that we have got to cut 
down considerably the money spent on 
PUL.” 

Some interest was shown in a high 
performance car by Charles R. Fairey 
of Fairey Aviation, and 39EX was con- 
sidered. On May 12th 1938 Rm wrote 
as follows to Major Len Cox (Cx) of the 
Sales Department: 

“Attached is the specification of the 
non-standard parts that represent the 
Continental PHI at present dismantled 
in the Experimental Shop. 

“The car has already been on the 
road fitted with these parts. We should 
not expect any of them to cause serious 
trouble, though, of course, none has 
completed a standardisation test. 

“If the frame is to be used, then the 
steering goes with it, a standard steer- 
ing will not fit this frame. The same re- 
mark applies to the brakes and the 
axle. 

“The car has only run 4.627 miles. 

‘Its weight is about 48 cwts com- 
plete against 54 cwts of a standard PII 
with a similar type of body. 

“It has the latest bits and pieces in- 
cluding the overdrive gearbox. 

“The engine gives about 20 more HP 
than standard. 

“The car should have 15% better 
acceleration then the standard PII and 
be slightly faster. 

“We recommend that the Repair 
Dept. should re-build. 

“We think that if Mr Fairey buys this 
car, it should be impressed upon him 
that we have given him a piece of ex- 
perimental apparatus, and that he 
should be prepared to accept the car as 
such. If pieces have not completed their 
normal standardisation test, it is im- 
possible to guarantee that they will be 
satisfactory. Nevertheless, Mr Fairey 
already has experienced the judge- 
ment of the Experiment Dept. in fitting 
non-standard pieces to his last car.” 
(Rm8/R.12.5.38) 

The sale to Fairey did not proceed, 
however — the Board was not pre- 
pared to let a car go into private hands 
when it had the yet to be announced 
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overdrive gearbox. To do so would 
‘jeopardise any hope we have of sell- 
ing cars now held in stock”. So, on 
December 20th 1938 the dismantled 
chassis was handed over to the Repair 
Department to be ‘reduced to pro- 
duce’. 
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The body over which there had 
been so much argument, and which 
was amongst the lightest fitted to a 
Phantom Ill chassis, was removed 
from the chassis on January 21st 
1939, and later mounted on 3DL152. 
This car became the Rolls-Royce 


The Barker saloon coachwork from 39EX fitted to chassis 3DL! 52. 


" 


ee. 


‘Propaganda car’, and will itself be 
subject to a later article. 

My thanks for the contribution to 
this article by the excellent eye of Tom 
Clarke! ~ 


Photographs from the Author’s collection 


This badge (right) has been pre- 
sented to the Sir Henry Royce 
Foundation Australia by the grandson 
of James Radley for display at ‘The 
Archive’. The badge was originally 
presented to James Radley in 1957 by 
the 20-Ghost Club on the occasion of 
the Silver Ghost Jubilee. 

This is another marvellous piece of 
Rolls-Royce history and the Trustees 
of the Foundation are very grateful to 
receive it. 


The Sir Henry Royce Foundation, Australia. Trustees: 


David Jones AM OBE, James Kelso, Malcolm Johns L.B., David Vann 
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5 from the REGISTERS 


Derby Phantoms 


Phantoms Over Tassie Tour 
After the Federal Rally in Melbourne 
in 2004, the Derby Phantoms Register is 
going to do a tour of seven days around 
Tasmania called Phantoms Over Tassie. 
The Registrar of the Derby Phantoms 
Register, Mick Rust, and his mechanic 
(aka Glenice Matthews) will be tour lead- 
ers and are organising the event with the 
help of Tasmanian member Bob Boscoe. 
Tasmania is the jewel in the crown of 
Australia with its magnificent scenery, 
good road system and friendly people. 
The plan is to board the ship, with our 
cars, in Melbourne late on Monday March 
15th after the Federal Rally, overnight on 
board and arrive in Devonport on 
Tuesday morning. we will spend two days 


20/25, 25/30 & Wraith 


First Register outing, October | 9th 

On Sunday October 19th the first 
official outing of this Register got under 
way. 

It was a brilliant sunny day and several 
cars met at Peat Island Park on the 
Hawkesbury River just north of Sydney. 
They proceeded on the old highway, 
being a very scenic route, into West 
Gosford and on to the Gosford Art 
Gallery and the Japanese Gardens. 

Morning tea was had at the centre fol- 
lowed by a leisurely stroll through the 
Gardens and Art Gallery. (For anyone 
going on a sightseeing tour of the New 
South Wales Central Coast this centre is 
well worth a visit.) The cars then moved 
on to the Henry Kendall Cottage and 
local museum. 

A picnic lunch was enjoyed, then a 
short quizz was conducted by David Axe. 
The questions were somewhat easier 
than his last quizz. Even so, | failed miser- 
ably on one of the questions: “what does 
an Autovac really upon to operate?”. 
Dorothy Hesse assured me that the only 
way a Phantom | Autovac works is with a 
wet nappy surrounding it, this being wet- 
ted with cold water every 15 minutes! | 
believe this is only an emergency ‘get you 
home’ measure during the last 20 min- 


in Launceston, then down to Hobart for 
three days before catching the ship back 
on Sunday evening so that we are back in 
Melbourne early on Monday. 

The object of the Tour is to sample all 
the good things in life. There will be no 
pressure, just just plenty of time for driv- 
ing and smelling the roses. 

The Derby Phantoms Register is host- 
ing this event but but we invite all mem- 
bers to join us whether they own a 
Derby Phantom or not. Who knows? — 
we might be able to convince them to 
buy one! 

Now the important bit: the cost. All 
costs will be to members’ individual ac- 
count. This means that if you want to eat 
five meals a day with ten bottles of wine, 
that’s okay. Or, if you want to eat three 
meals a day with one bottle of wine, that 


is also fine because each member will be 
responsible for their own expenses. 

The two hotels we have chosen are 
very comfortable with all facilities and are 
centrally located. 

The Tour will be a great way to finish 
off what | am sure will be a memorable 
Federal Rally. 


Contact details: 
Mick Rust 
Mobile: 041 8-91-5356 
Fax: 08-9379-126| 
Email: mjrust@iinet.net.au 
Glenice Matthews 
Mobile: 0419-92-6060 
Fax: 08-9286-2746 
Email: glengoldsmith@bigpond.com 
Or write to: P.O. Box 1215, Midland, 
W.A. 6936 


“ 
as Tale, 
Cars on the inaugural 20/25, 25/30 & Wraith R 
(Bryan Inder & Michele Bussell}; 1936 Bentley 4'/s Litre BBPHM (Kevin & Valerie Ringham); 1936 25/30 
GGM10 (Geoff Boscoe); 193! 20/25 GFT1! (David Axe, with Bob Roberts). 


utes of an outing! 

A good day was had by all. Our thanks 
to our Federal President Bryan Inder for 
supporting us on the day. 

Those taking part were: 

Gilbert & Joan Ashby 

David Axe 

John Begg 

Geoff Boscoe 

Les & Caroll Hearne 

Bryan Inder & Michele Bussell 

Kevin & Valerie Ringham 

Bob Roberts 


One thing | would like to establish for 
our Register is a photographic history of 
the 20/25, 25/30 and Wraith cars that we 
have in Australia. | will compile and up- 
date this and pass it on to future 
Registrars. 

Register members, please send photo- 
graphs, helpful hints, details of cars being 
restored, general happenings and any 
information that you think would be of 
interest for this regular column in 
PRAECLARUM. 

Bob Roberts 
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Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn & Bentley Mk VI/R-type 


Register's first Annual Social Weekend 

Choosing a venue approximately mid- 
way between two capitals achieved the 
objective of attracting members from 
two south-eastern States to the Tumut 
Weekend/Mini Overlander, held early 
October this year. Be sure to read 
Robert Whitehead, Don Peel and Shirley 
Missen's rousing account elsewhere in 
this issue. 

It is a pleasure to report that the 
Victorian members, who attended with 
five Register vehicles, and buckets of 
parts they had just replaced, were so en- 
thused they felt it should become a regu- 
lar event, and have agreed to choose the 
venue and organise next year's function. 
In fact, an enthusiastic group has been 
formed and they have already started 
planning. 

Same time was proposed, so reserve 
this spot in your diaries, and watch 
PRAECLARUM for details. All members, 
irrespective of Register, are most wel- 
come to join what promises to be the 
social motoring outing of the year. 


Vehicle Inspection 

Two faults, found through inspections 
of member vehicles, were posed in the 
guise of questions in the last issue of 
PRAECLARUM (page 4170), with the in- 
tention of tempting members to look 
under their car bonnets. 

For those members where this didn't 
work, hopefully the following may initiate 
the hoped-for response: 


Answer to Question A 

Photograph ‘A’ (PRAECLARUM 5-03, 
page 4170) is the rear SU Carburetter 
overflow tube that should be fitted to all 
Mk VI and R-type Bentleys. 

The front tube will have more bends 
to negotiate different engine compo- 
nents, but both should be of similar 
length in order to pass through openings 
made in the engine compartment under 
trays, so that any fuel overflow is dis- 
charged below and well clear of the 
engine and any electrics. 

Initially, each carburetter was fitted 
with quite tubes. 
However, because of engine compart- 


short overflow 
ment fires bulletins were apparently 
issued to service centres early in the pro- 
duction of the Mk VI, firstly to rotate the 
overflow so that its end was furthermost 
from the engine and dynamo, but subse- 


quently to substitute replacement tubes, 
considerably lengthened and similar to 
the one photographed. It seems that 
these became standard throughout pro- 
duction of the R-type, and earlier pro- 
duction cars should have had the short 
tubes replaced during service. 

Subsequently, it has been recommend- 
ed that the lower half of any lengthened 
overflow tubes have a larger internal 
cross section, to eliminate the possibility 
of siphoning fuel from the main tank. 

It is obvious that this important modi- 
fication is not well known, as cars have 
been sighted still fitted with short tubes, 
and with owners still quite unaware of 
the potential danger. 

The following account confirms that 
these dangers are real, and should stir 
Bentley owners to check their own cars 
and take appropriate action. 

Two years ago the R.R.E.C. Registrar, 
Tony Jenkins, had his Mk VI catch fire 
while travelling to a Club event. This 
happened shortly after having the carb- 
uretters serviced. The cause of the fire 
was considered to be due to the front 
carburetter float valve not seating effect- 
ively and, as the car was still fitted with 
the short tubes, fuel overflowed over the 
dynamo and was ignited by the normal 
sparking occurring at the brush gear. 

The fire caused blistering of paintwork 
on the bonnet and extensive damage 
within the engine compartment. In the 
heat of the moment (sorry), Tony had dif- 
ficulty getting his ‘foam’ type fire extin- 
guisher to perform, and was rescued by a 
truck driver springing into action with a 


‘dry powder’ extinguisher. However, it 
was felt that the use of a powder type ex- 
tinguisher in preference to a foam, cou- 
pled with the length of time before 
cleanup commenced, may have added to 
the effort needed for restoration of the 
many engine components. 


Answer to Question B 

Photograph ‘B’ is the bellows unit 
housed in the front end of each rear 
shock damper. 

A pump mounted at the rear end of 
the gearbox delivers oil at pressure to 
the rear dampers whenever the hand op- 
erated ‘Ride Control’ on the steering col- 
umn is moved away from the ‘Normal’ 
position. The bellows isolates gearbox oil 
from that within the damper, but allows 
any oil pressure generated by the gear- 
box pump, to be transmitted as a force 
to the damper mechanism for it to per- 
form its function. Oil loss from the sys- 
tem is not uncommon and can have dire 
consequences. 

Members who attended any of the 
Register Vehicle Inspection Days held in 
the various States in February this year 
(PRAECLARUM 5-03, page 4070), or the 
R.R.E.C. Register Workshop in Paulers- 
pury in June (P.5-03, page 4167), were 
warned of the need to regularly monitor 
both the rear damper system for leaks, 
and to regularly check gearbox oil level. 
Any oil leak on the gearbox side of the 
above-mentioned bellows unit will result 
in oil being pumped out of the gearbox 
onto the roadway when the Ride 
Control is used. 

It is not uncommon for owners to be 
surprised at finding abnormally low gear- 


Oil leakage from failure of this flexible coupling situated in the line to the rear shock dampers is the most 
likely cause of oil loss from the gearbox when the hand-operated ‘Ride Control’ is used. 


— 


box oil level. Indeed, this was the case 
during vehicle inspections at both above 
events, even though few cars were actu- 
ally checked in each case. One member's 
gearbox was found to be dry. Mention 
was also made at the R.R.E.C. Workshop 
of a member's gearbox running dry to 
the extent that the gearbox not only 
seized causing internal damage, but re- 
sulted in a broken rear axle. 

Probably the most likely cause of oil 
leaking from the damper system is failure 
of the flexible fitting (Part No. RF3282). 
See Photograph. This couples the gear- 
box pump output to the rigid oil line on 
the chassis feeding the rear dampers. 

However, the bellows unit is of brass 
and can ‘work harden’ and has been 
known to crack, thereby allowing gear- 
box oil to pass into the main body of the 
damper and force oil out at the damper 
main lever shaft bearing. If this occurs it 
could easily be mistaken for a faulty seal 
at this bearing, which is relatively com- 
mon unless this seal has been replaced or 
modified. 

Hence, if the owner finds a significant 
oil leak at the main lever bearing shaft 
seal, and attempts to top up the damper 
only to find that it does not require oil, it 
should give the clue to a possible fracture 
in the bellows unit, and therefore the 
need to monitor gearbox oil level, and to 
determine the cause. 

If in doubt it is wise not use the Ride 
Control, or better still, close off the sys- 
tem immediately after the gearbox pump, 
until the cause of any oil loss in the 
damper and/or gearbox is resolved. 


Spare Parts 

Members at the Tumut weekend 
shared their experiences in purchasing 
spares, so that a list of acknowledged 
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suppliers could be compiled for the 
Register website. 

Good Motoring, 

Lloyd Missen, Registrar 


67 Rembrandt Drive, Middle Cove, 
N.S.W. 2068. 'Phone/Fax 02-9958-283 | 
lloydshirleym@bigpond.com 


Mountains, Legends and Laughs, the 2003 
Register Weekend Social Event 

Aren’t mobile phones a great inven- 
tion? We had planned a very leisurely run 
down to Goulburn as the first leg of the 
Register long weekend and Mini- 
Overlander for those who could spare 
the time. Lloyd and | were thinking about 
lunch as we approached Goulburn so we 
rang Merryl and Jack Godfrey: “Have you 
had lunch yet?”. “No”, came the reply, “we 
were delayed in Mittagong with a failure to 
proceed problem, but we are on our way. 
We'll meet you in half an hour”. So we 
found a good secondhand bookshop to 
browse in, and then a very pleasant café 
and after settling the car into the garage 
for a dynamo rebuild job, we enjoyed a 
country-sized lunch together. David & 
Pamela Rose joined us for dinner and we 
nearly froze to death walking back to our 
rooms from the dining room. Have we 
brought enough warm clothes for the 
weekend? 

Another leisurely day — David & 
Pamela ferried Jack & Merryl to pick up 
their car and we arrived in Tumut ready 
to fulfil the main purpose of the week- 
end, i.e. a meeting of enthusiasts from 
two states, (the Ralph & Janette Thomas 
had planned to come from South 
Australia, but at the last minute couldn’t 
make it — they would have made it three 
states) with time to enjoy our cars, some 
fun, the beautiful countryside and most of 


Gone to lunch! — The Tumut Tour. 


all each other’s company. 


Robert Whitehead takes up the story: 

A quarter horse named Ramjet, a re- 
calcitrant thoroughbred named River, a 
Kelpie named Boof and Rover the pig 
were only part of the menagerie as well 
as the stars of the Tim and Katrina show 
at Boggy Creek which marked the high- 
light of the first day of the inaugural Silver 
Wraith, Silver Dawn & Mk VI/R-type 
Register run to Tumut. Planned and or- 
ganised by the indefatigable Lloyd & 
Shirley Missen (N.S.W.), the five-day run 
began with the assembling of eager par- 
ticipants from Victoria and N.S.W. at the 
Amaroo Motel, Tumut, in the Snowy 
Mountains. On arrival we were wel- 
comed and given the game plan for the 
weekend with due ceremony over a din- 
ner of hearty, country helpings of food 
and wine. It is said an army travels on it’s 
stomach — so do members of the 
R.R.O.C. ! 

In the spirit of fellowship Victorians 
and New South Welsh people were di- 
rected to abandon usual comfort zones 
to sit and mingle at table with members 
from the other state, a move which set 
the tone for the weekend. A very suc- 
cessful get to know you operation in- 
deed, after the traditional interstate 
rivalry subsided. 25 members attended 
— nine from Victoria and 16 from New 
South Wales with a goodly range of cars 
which included a Royal Silver Wraith. 

The line-up of these cars for photo- 
graphic purposes for the local newspaper 
outside the Amaroo Motel was, | think, 
one of the most exciting things Tumut 
had seen for a long time. The collection 
was almost as disparate as the collection 
of animal stars at Boggy Creek, our first 
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destination on the tour of Fumut and sur- 
rounding areas. 

An Angus Stud, we were greeted by 
Katrina, a latter-day Annie Oakley, com- 
plete with Roy Rogers cowboy hat and 
‘Drizabone’. Not knowing what to ex- 
pect from this comparatively new ven- 
ture we were all soon captivated by her 
down to earth, happy, effervescent charm 
and McLeans smile. Being in the heart of 
the Snowies, the theme for their show 
should have been obvious. After some 
initial ‘coo-ee’ coaching, apparently the 
Mountain means of communication 
where telephone cannot go, we heralded 
the arrival of Tim mustering a mob of 
Angus from out of the valleys below. 
With Bruce Rowland’s Theme from the 
Man from Snowy River echoing in the back- 
ground it was a scene reminiscent of 
everyone’s image of a high country cattle- 
man, complete with dogs yapping at the 
heels of the cattle and pack horse. A 
third generation cattle man, he, on ar- 
rival, began to put the animals through 
their tricks, some co-operatively and 
some not. The reluctance of River to 
perform was in itself a performance. His 
dialogue, knowledge of the erea and all 
things bovine along with a great empathy 
for his animals, was indeed the stuff of 
legend. 

With a shearing demo, billy tea and 
cake the show concluded with a very 
moving exhibition of the union and trust 
between a cattleman and his horse. 
Removing all tack from his trusty stead 
and riding bareback he directed his horse 
through a variety of manoeuvres using 
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only his knees and fingers. Again, with the 
Man from Snowy River playing dolefully in 
the background it was indeed a poignant 
display with the shedding of a quiet tear 
from some of the more emotional mem- 
bers. 

On departure from Boggy Creek we 
headed for lunch at the Glenroy Heritage 
Centre and a visit to the Pioneer 
Women’s Hut Museum. In true country 
style, lunch was served with the same 
generous aplomb as our welcoming meal, 
complete with tantalising home made 
bread and soup along with delicious pud 
and lashings of cream. The Award win- 
ning Pioneer Women’s Museum is testa- 
ment to the pioneering spirit and 
hardship faced by the women whom, 
early last century were literally the back 
bone of the pioneering movement. It 
made us all appreciate the comfort of 
contemporary amenities and appliances 
we take for granted, particualrly one of 
the N.S.W. contingent who forgot her 
hair dryer. 

In the middle of a burgeoning agricul- 
tural industry with vineyards and or- 
chards almost as far as the eye could see, 
(apparently you haven’t had an apple until 
you’ve had a Tumbarumba apple) there 
was the opportunity to visit one of the 
vineyards or have a free afternoon, opt- 
ing for the latter, a quiet afternoon was a 
welcome break. And so to the end of day 
one with dinner at Rusty’s, one of the 
local restaurants of renown, for yet more 
food and wine. The walk back to the 
Amaroo in the freezing cold was indeed 
bracing and put one in a state of pre- 


Any social weekend must include car talk for some — the technical session. 


paredness for a good night’s sleep. 

Day two started at 7.30 for the more 
technically inclined with Lex Lynch, John 
Harriman, Don Peel and Lloyd Missen, 
being more than familiar with the details 
and intricacies of Mk VI, R-type and 
Dawn, leading us in a tour-de-force of 
technical problem solving, information 
sharing and ‘show and tell’. Having all re- 
cently been underneath their respective 
cars in one capacity or another there was 
a pile of replaced parts for viewing and 
discussion. 

After breakfast, again of the propor- 
tions we had come to expect, we lined 
the cars up outside Amaroo for a photo 
shoot in the drizzle. As we did, we dis- 
covered another group of enthusiasts 
touring Tumut as a combined group of 
vintage cars of all makes drove past with 
toots of acknowledgement. After the 
photographer had finished with us it was 
off to Talbingo and a visit to Tumut No. 3 
Power Station. Coming from drought- 
weary Victoria it was refreshing to drive 
through such beautiful, undulating coun- 
try which was verdant and lush. The 
Snowy Mountains —Hydro-electric 
Scheme, of which Tumut 3 Power Station 
is but a part, is one of the engineering 
feats of the world. Taking 25 years to 
build it comprises 16 dams, 7 power sta- 
tions, 145 km. of tunnels and 80 km. of 
aqueducts and was, in 1967, rated as one 
of the seven engineering wonders of the 
world by the American Society of 
Engineers. Over 100,000 people worked 
on the Snowy Scheme, two thirds being 


Three heads are better than one. fohn Harriman, 
Don Peel and Robert Whitehead. 


TE 
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ner, and arguably one of the best, if not 
the best in the country, it was a joy to ex- 
perience the car as it had recently under- 
gone extensive work which included a 


Tumut Tour participants and cars 


John & Patty Aiosa N.S.W. 
David & Doiran Brazier U.K. 
David Bick Vic. 
David & Thea Cornish Vic. 
Dick & Joy Donnelley N.S.W. 
Jack & Merryl Godfrey N.S.W. 
John Harriman & Kate Stock N.S.W. 
Brian & Naelo Jenkins N.S.W. 
Lex Lynch Vic. 
Brian & Elizabeth Marshall N.S.W. 


1981 Silver Spirit, ASBO2325 
Riders 

1958 Silver Wraith, HLW48 
1954 Bentley R-type, B1 30XF 
1986 Silver Spirit, ASG 15800 
1951 Silver Dawn, SDB42 
1950 Silver Dawn, SBA74 


valve grind, new inlet and exhaust valves, 
modern inlet valve seals and new elec- 
tronic ignition to replace the old points. 
It purred along the highway eating the 
kilometres effortlessly. | can only hope 
that by the time of our return tour my 
James Young R-type coupé will be ready 
for trial by road and | can then consider 
myself a fully credentialled member of 


1950 Bentley Mk VI, BIT IJN 
1964 Silver Cloud III, SHS131 
1952 Silver Dawn, SCF138 


Lloyd & Shirley Missen N.S.W. 


Don & Merle Peel Vic. 
N.S.W. 
Robert Whitehead Vic. 


David & Pamela Rose 


migrant workers who came from over 30 
different countries. Even though it is vast, 
the scheme is simple. 
Aqueducts and dams collect the rain and 
melted snow which is stored in reser- 
voirs. It then travels down through 
underground tunnels, dropping 800 
metres and passes through a series of 
power stations. After the water is used 
to generate electricity it is released to 
the inland for irrigation. 

Back out in the open again, swapping 


remarkably 


cars, the drivers led off over the Talbingo 
Dam wall which offered us another view 
of this amazing piece of engineering and 
the spectacular landscape it occupies. 

A picnic lunch was provided for us at 
Jounama Creek Camping Ground which 
was awash with interested picnickers and 


Testing, testing. Merry! Godfrey (left) and Shirley Missen, communicating 


1952 Bentley Mk VI, BI 20PV 
1956 Silver Cloud |, SYB244 
Rider 


campers. Set amongst towering gums 
with a fast running, cold mountain stream 
gurgling past it was a pity to leave the 
Tour at this stage as everyone was settling 
in for a pleasant luncheon in the after- 
noon sun. Unfortunately commitments in 
Melbourne made it necessary to return 
early and miss the Merimbula leg. 

It was resolved that next year’s 
Register tour will be the responsibility of 
the Victorians. 

We will be hard pressed to match the 
organisation and the locations sought by 
Lloyd & Shirley for this inaugural run, for 
which they deserve an emormous vote of 
thanks. However, undaunted we will give 
it our best shot. Travelling home as a pas- 
senger in Lex Lynch’s Bentley Mk VI, the 
Mount Gambier Federal Concours win- 


the Register. 


Don and Merle Peel continue: 

Returning to Tumut after enjoying pic- 
nic lunch at Jounama Creek, we had free 
time to relax or to do some local sight- 
seeing. 

It was good to have Theo Nelson and 
his brother-in-law from Melbourne stay 
the night with us. They were on their way 
to Gosford to collect the Phantom after 
its restoration. We met in the Motel Bar 
for drinks prior to our excellent Stone- 
Grill Dinner. The Reverend from the 
Anglican Church entertained us with a 
interesting insight into Banjo 
Paterson and Henry Lawson. 


most 


On Monday Morning | volunteered to 
take our host and his three children for a 
spin around the town in our Bentley 
Mk VI. They enjoyed the ride — some- 
thing different. We bade farewell to those 
members who were returning home to 
Benalla, Melbourne and Sydney. 


Legend and laughs: Pamela Rose and Dick 
Donnelley. 
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The remaining six cars headed for 
Merimbula: two Silver Dawns, a Silver 
Cloud, a Silver Cloud Ill, a Silver Wraith 
and our Mk VI, first stopping at the park 
for a photo shoot by the local paper, then 
off to view the Anglican Church. It is a 
magnificent building, the Foundation 
Stone being laid in 1875, and with lovely 
stained-glass windows, etc. The Church 
House is also beautiful and the gardens 
and lawns are well maintained. The prop- 
erty overlooks the fast flowing Tumut 
River. 

After still more photos, we are on our 
way, travelling the Snowy Mountains 
Highway through Talbingo and climbing 
over the Great Dividing Range, 1,250 
metres, on through Kiandra, the old 
gold-mining area — all the buildings have 
long since gone. Wonderful country for 
touring in PMCs. Most of the group en- 
joyed coffee and custard rings from 
Adaminaby's local bakery for morning 
tea, then on our way again maintaining a 
brisk speed. | think the driver of the black 
Silver Dawn we followed had a lead sole 
on his right boot. We continued on 
through Cooma and Nimmitabel to 
Bemboka, our lunch stop. Great pies! 
We soon off the Snowy 
Mountains Highway, driving through 
Candelo to Merimbula and the Black 
Dolphin Resort Motel. 

The courtesy bus from _ the 
Merimbula-Pambula Golf Club ferried us 
to the club for our evening meal. On 
Tuesday after breakfast together in the 
Dining Room we said our goodbyes to 
the rest of the group. We were heading 
home via the Princes Highway to 
Blairgowrie and David Bick and his 1958 
Silver Wraith ex-government car heading 
home via Canberra. 


turned 
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Our 1952 Bentley Mk VI 4'/2 litre 
BI20PV travelled 1,176 miles — 18.4 
miles per gallon, 2'/ litres of oil used. 

Thanks to Shirley & Lloyd Missen for 
organizing the Register Weekend and 
Mini-overlander. Good accommodation, 
good food, varied trips and outings, good 
company and terrific motoring. 


Shirley concludes: 

The Roses also had to leave us to re- 
turn to Sydney, but the Godfreys, 
Marshalls and Missens enjoyed a day on 
the Sapphire Coast and another night at 
Merimbula. We drove down the highway 
and explored Eden, an ex-whaling town 
with many relics of those olden times. It 
is still closely associated with the whales 
as there are viewing platforms and whale- 
watching cruises for those who want to 
get up close and personal. 

There was still time to explore 


We all sang ‘Aren't Engineers Wonderful’! 


Merimbula’s wonderful coastline. It is 
easy to see why it is called the Sapphire 
Coast. The colour of the water is a bril- 
liant sapphire blue and when the sun is 
shining the water sparkles, and the com- 
bination of blue sky, sparkling water and 
the sand is quite breathtaking. 

We drove up the highway to 
Mollymook via some of the small coastal 
holiday towns and the Tilba Tilba area of 
Babe fame. Jack & Merryl and Brian & 
Elizabeth thanked Lloyd and | at our final 
dinner together at the Mollymook Shores 
Inn. | have to say to everyone who came 
to the Tumut weekend and Mini- 
Overlander that it is the people who 
come to these events that make them so 
successful. The organization is just the 
framework for everyone to pitch in to 
make it work. Lloyd and | give everyone 
A+ and our thanks. 

Shirley Missen 


‘Goldfinger’ Rolls-Royce 


Having delved deeper into lan 
Fleming's book ‘Goldfinger’, | now realise 
why — although the moviemakers chose 
a Rolls-Royce Phantom III — the author 
‘gave’ Auric Goldfinger a Silver Ghost as 
his chosen chariot. It was so that Fleming 
could use this very clever line, which fol- 
lows James Bond's discovery of the car's 
panels being dismantled for melting 


“ 


down: “... the Silver Ghost wasn't silver at 


all. lt was a Golden Ghost — all the two tons 


of its bodywork. Solid, eighteen-carat, white 
gold”. 

Elsewhere, Fleming further demon- 

strates his knowledge of the marque with 
the following exchange between Bond 
and Goldfinger: 
Bond: “That's a beautiful car you've got. 
Must be about the last of the series. About 
1925, wasn't it — two blocks of three cylin- 
ders with two plugs for each cylinder, one set 
fired from the mag. and the other from the 
coil?” 


Goldfinger: “You are correct. But in other 
respects | have had to introduce some mod- 
ifications. | have added five leaves to the 
springs and fitted disc brakes to the rear 
wheels to increase the braking power. The 


Servo-operated front-wheel brakes were not 


sufficient.” 

My only quibble with Fleming is his use 
of “Rolls Royce” throughout — _ sans 
hyphen. 


Roger Thiedeman, 
Victoria 
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Cars For Sale 


1919 Silver Ghost (35TW) Body off restoration, 
great attention to detail. New wheels, radiator 
core, wings, etc. Local Branch outright Concours 
winner 2003. Full history known — once the prop- 
erty of the King of Siam. $265000. Joe 
Wilson 07-3378-5379 (‘phone & FAX) email: 
joewilson@powerup.com.au 


1924 Silver Ghost (67AU) Martin & King sports 
saloon original to this Australian delivered chassis. 
A regular on Club runs and very reliable with 
excellent documented history. An opportunity to 
become the custodian of an original bodied Silver 
Ghost. $135,000, offers considered. Mark Babidge 
08-9364-2861 babidge@bignond.com.au 


1934 Bentley 3'/ Litre (B91BL) Arthur Mulliner all 
alloy 2-door fixed head sports 4-seater coupé. 
Two-tone Navy Blue with Magnolia Connolly 
interior. Very rare and stylish. One of two coupés 
by this bespoke coachbuilder, Recently fully re- 
stored. A very pretty car and a delight to drive. 
Two owners in 42 years. Sale due to eye problem. 
$95,000. Norman Webster 02-9418-4280 Fax: 
02-9499-3763 mailchrisw@aol.com 


1936 Bentley 4'/+ Litre (BISIGP) HJ. Mulliner 
sports saloon. Two-tone Royal/Navy Blue with 
cream leather upholstery. Completely restored to 
concours standard. Winner of major awards. 
N.SW. registration (ASG 5), registered to April 
2004. Wonderful to drive, with many thousands 
of miles of great touring in its history. $250,000. 
Rena or Ed Barnum 02-499 |-4370 


Cars For Sale 


1951 Silver Wraith (WHDS57) Park Ward saloon. 
Dark green with matching interior. Purchased new 
and owned by a Melbourne businessman until 
recently. Still in excellent mechanical condition. 
106,437 miles, Original tools, handbook and Park 
Ward coachwork manual with signed original 
Guarantee. Ready for continued reliable service. 
$45,000, L. Dell 0407-13-5572 


1951 Bentley Mk VI (B228L}) Two-tone metallic 
grey with deep red leather. Immaculate, low 
mileage. Complete with all tools, books, etc. 
$42,000. neg. Boyd Rasmussen 07-4151-4067 


ge 


1951 Silver Wraith (WOF29) Park Ward owner- 
driver saloon. Opalescent Moss Green with beige 
leather. Winner of the Company Trophy for the 
best restoration at the 198! Shepparton Federal 
Rally. A Barry Sparks/Keith Brennan restoration. 
Manual gearbox, recent new clutch. New radial 
tyres. Current custodean 25 years. 64,000 miles. 
See PRAECLARUM p.3557 for photographs 
including interior. $69,000 neg. Don O'Donoghue 
07-3374-1274 


€ ae aoe 
96] Bentley Continental S2 (BC69BY) Park Ward 
drophead coupé. Good original condition. Located 


Brisbane. $99,000 negotiable. Frederick Bitneris 
07-3422-0628 (h) 


Cars For Sale 


1962 Silver Cloud Ill (SCX151) Burgundy (repaint- 
ed) with Beige leather, mostly new. Excellent 
appearance. N.S.W. Branch Concours winner 
2001. Electric windows, factory air conditioning. 
Very good mechanically, low mileage. $65,000 neg. 
Doug Markell 02-9327-6688 or 0414-27-9818 


) aa 
1970 Silver Shadow (SRH8384) two-tone green 
(Pewter over Brewster) with dark green leather 
and carpets. Presents and drives very well. 
Attractive and comfortable. Mechanically Al. 
Registered. $27,500. Tom Johnston 08-8234-5600 


1972 Comiche (CRH12181) HJ. Mulliner, Park 
Ward two-door saloon. White with red leather, 
Very original and good condition. Air conditioning, 
electric seats, cruise control, 8-track tape player. 
$45,000. Tony Wither 03-9553-8936 or mobile 
041 2-06-6670 


1974 Comiche Convertible (DRH|7099) Gold 
with magnolia upholstery and black hood. 
Bodywork, hood and interior excellent. 87,000 
miles. Meticulously maintained in superb mechani- 
cal condition for the past 15 years by Bob 
Chapman, $98,000. john Baldwin 03-9735-|946 or 
041 2-09-9644 
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Cars For Sale 


1975 Comiche (CRHI7997) two-door saloon. 
Brewster Green with beige leather. Australian 
delivery. All orginal tools and books. Electric seats 
and windows, air conditioning, stereo/CD player. 
Beautiful condition, low mileage. Qld. reg. RRC-12. 
$48,000. Bryan or Pamela Dodd 07-5527-2762 


1975 Silver Shadow (SRH2 1227) Moorland Green 
and Pewter Silver, tan upholstery and fight brown 
carpets. Suspension recently overhauled. Always 
garaged. Handbook, Workshop Manuals. 134,764 
miles. Suit wedding/function hire. $23,500. Susan 
Hecker 02-9909-2220 or 07-4121-3220 


1979 Silver Wraith Il (LRH36157) The only Royal 
Rolls-Royce in Australia, delivered new to HRH 
Princess Margaret in September 1979. Immaculate, 


low mileage. Complete with all tools, books, etc. 
$44,000. neg. Boyd Rasmussen 07-415 1-4067 


Cars Wanted 


Wanted: Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars, pre- 
and post-war, any model up to and including Silver 
Clouds and S Series, any condition considered, 
Please contact Ray or lan at The Real Car Co., 
telephone (U.K.) +44-1248-602649 or Email: 
mail@realcar.co.uk 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements must 
be factual and accurate. Persons misrepresenting 
cars, parts or services will be denied further use of 
this space. Ads for cars for sale must include chassis 
number and asking price. Ads may be edited to 
optimise use of available space and to conform to 
a standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


Parts For Sale 


Olympic 6.50 x 20 tyre, good tread, plus tube and 
rust band, $125; four Olympic 700 x 20 tyres, 
treads 2 good, 2 fair, plus tubes and rust bands, 
$100 and $75 each; five 20 inch lock-ring type 
rims, dimpled and drilled for R-R pattern 84 
spokes, $200 each; two Dunlop 700 x 2! unused, 
retreaded tyres, $125 each; two brand new (old 
stock) Dunlop 700 x 21 tyres, for donation of 
$150 each to Sir Henry Royce Foundation. Barrie 
Gillings 02-9144-3787, Fax: 02-9440-9159, email 


barrie@gillings.com 


Silver Dawn or Bentley Mk VI/R-type front 
bumper, brand new in original packing case, no 
overriders, $750. Terry Bruce 03-9772-2973 


Seat covers for Silver Spirit or Spur, cloth, blue 
with red piping. Near new. James Harwood 
08-9474-3859 


Parts Wanted 


Fuse holders to suit Silver Cloud Il. Peter Jordan- 
Hill 03-9800-5433 or FAX 03-9800-5466 


Wanted: jack for 1923 20 Horsepower. David 
Vann 07-3265-2999 


Literature For Sale 


PRAECLARUM back issues available from the 
Sir Henry Royce Foundation Australia. If you 
require a particular issue to complete your 
collection please let us know and we will see if it is 
available. $5.00 per copy. Please contact David 
Vann 07-3865-3287 or FAX 07-3865-4822 


Bentley 4'/+ Litre Owner's Handbook, condensed 
edition suitable for all seres GA to MX inclusive. 
Fold-out wiring diagrams intact. In very good, clean 
condition. $135. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
(‘phone & FAX). jamesyoungs1@bignond.com 


Phantom Il handbook (No. VI) original and all 
pages intact including colour diagrams. Cover 
soiled, all gold lettering visible. Inside flyleaf reads: 
“REF/24, AS. Handyside, 1933". To be sold to a 
Club member with correct car for Pll Handbook 
No. VI period. $340 including registered P. & P. to 
buyer. fricharderskine@msn.com 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or colour 
prints showing the lines of the car are suitable. 
‘Front-on’ shots cannot be used. For photo return, 
please include stamped addressed envelope. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars must, 
where required by law, quote their dealer's licence 
number and comply with all other statutory 
requirements relating to their advertising. 


Literature For Sale 


Bentley Owner's Handbooks: 1986 Model Year 
Turbo R from #12834; 1990 MY Turbo R from 
#31004; 1990 MY Mulsanne S from #31006. All 
mint. $135 each. Martin Bennett 02-4829-7140 
(phone & FAX). iamesyoungs1@bigpond.com 


Services 


Engineering Solutions specialists in engineering 
restorations. One-off or multiple parts made to 
your specifications or sample, existing parts re- 
paired or modified. we specialise in: 

* complete engine/transmission reconditioning 

* splines and gearcutting 

* pattern-making and casting 

* nameplate etching 

* cast iron welding 

* fuel tank manufacturing 
John Handley Restorations 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4159-9 143 


of Bundaberg. 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, height 
control valves, and minimum pressure valves for 
Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T Series, Corniche etc. 
and Silver Spirit/Spur, Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor 
cars, We have specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics 
in the U.K since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are guaran- 
teed for two years, unlimited milage. For example: 
Silver Shadow/Bentley T Series/Comiche/Camargue 
accumulator reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics (Australia) 
PO. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
‘Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. Non- 
members are charged $16.50 (inc. GST) for a non- 
commercial ad. of reasonable length. Trade ads at 
commercial rates. Photographs included free of 
charge to non-trade members, $16.50 (inc. GST) 
for others. Where applicable, cheques made 
payable to RR.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. ’Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140. Email: jamesyoungs 1@bigpond.com 
Deadlines: 21st of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


4210 PRACLARVM 


The Record speaks for itself: 


1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 

1939 Bentley 4'/: Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 

1936 Bentley 4'/: Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 

Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 

Overall Winner, Best Restoration and Age & 
Authenticity, N.S.W. Branch Concours 2000 
Best Derby Bentley and Masters Class winner, 
Federal Rally 2001 


The ultimate end of restoration project should be the Judges’ approval and the 
beginning of many years of reliable and enjoyable motoring 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at the Ultimate Repair Shop 


Vintage Motor Garage 


and 
BODY WORKS 
Central Mangrove, N.S.W. 


Ornithorhynchus anatinus Platypus 
Ornithorhynchus from Greek ornis ‘bird’, 
rhychos ‘snout’, anatinus Latin ‘like a duck’. 


Your car also has many functions 
and parts for repair. 


TOM JOHNSTON MOTORS 
Pty Ltd 


13 Stirling St. Thebarton S.A. 5031 
Tel. 08 8234 5600, Fax 08 8234 5607 


MIA 


Telephone: 02 4373 1277 
Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 


Visit our website 
vintagemotorgarage.com 
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VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 

we’ll take as much care of 

your Rolls-Royce or Bentley 
... aS you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
e Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


6-03 421 


eB) = —= 


Protecting your Investment in Rolls-Royce and Bentley. 


pee oh 
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Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 
“y “ay Ly 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buving or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 


Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au DL: 13746 


Hispano Suiza - 
Concours Winner 


1936 PIT 
Aerodynamic Coupe 


Spare tire 


1937 Type canister 


8 57 Bugatti 
Se 


1932 Figoni- 
Falaschi Saloon 


1932 Lincoln 


New 
. - : one piece 
\ ; 4 é f : f wheel 
; ‘ a disc for 
‘47 -'54 
Bentleys 
and Rolls 
Royce 


Lagonda ¥ 


Choose Lmarr custom wheel discs and spare tire canisters for that “classic look.” 


Add an air of distinction and refinement to your classic and we can custom produce discs for almost any cat. 
car with Lmarr precision reproduction wheel discs, and 


; : : We fit wheel sizes 16” to 23”. Spare tire canisters are 
side and rear mounted spare tire canisters. 


available for Bentley - 18” and Rolls Royce - 18” & 19”. 
The convenience of our discs cannot be underestimated: 

e eliminates the lengthy cleaning process LMA RR DISK LTD. 

¢ helps protect the chassis and brake mechanism Pb Bos S10 GEN EIEA Ga os taensianien 

* comes with everything needed for installation Tel. (707) 938-93 47; Fax: (707) 938-3020 


Stock discs are available for over sixty makes and models, _—_ E-Mail: Imarr@attglobal.net; Website: www.imarr.com 


BENTLEY 
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Times may change. But Crewe never forgets. 


Who can forget the Sliver Cloud? Certainly not the people who made it. 
The craftsmen and women of Crewe have a special place in their hearts for 
every car on what has been called the slowest production line in the world. 


As you may know, Crewe is now the exclusive home of Bentley Motors. But genuine parts for 
Rolls-Royce cars built at Crewe between 1955 and 2002 will continue to be sold, serviced and 
supported through your existing Bentley dealership. 


We think that no-one knows Crewe-built Rolls-Royce motor cars better than us, or loves them more. 


Except, perhaps, their owners. 


Bentley Adelaide Bentley Gold Coast Bentley Sydney Chellingworth Motors Lance Dixon Bentley 
6 Belair Road, Hawthorn, European Automobiles 19-27 Regata Rd, Canada Bay 101 Stirling Highway, Nedlands, | 65-67 Blazey Street, Richmond, 
Adelaide, South Australia, 5062 35 Nind Street, Southport Five Dock, NSW, Australia Western Australia, 6009 Melbourne, Victoria, 3121 
Tel: +61 8 8272 8155 Queensland, Australia 2046 Tel: +61 8 9273 3131 Tel: +61 3 9429 4000 
Fax +61 8 8373 0703 Tel: +61 7 5577 0841 Tel: +61 2 9744 SII Fax +61 8 9273 3130 Fax: +61 3 9429 7222 
Fax +61 7 5577 0884 Fax +61 7 9744 5517 


CREWE 


GENUINE PARTS 
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